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From: J. Edga.r Hoover - Dlrector, Federal Bureau of Investigauon
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Subject: GERALD T. K. SMITH . . e b i o s
OCOMMTTTEE OF ONE MILLION =« = - .~ . .07 7 s
INTERNAL SECURITY - S8EDITION '~ 4

R ~"ghe Bureau s in receipt of & recent commnication from
- 7 eats that inqulrx be mads

B ‘i- : y i R 1 I TnA}; ." " AOLE
and you sh d prouptly sau as to whether the roeordl
mentioned, or any éimllar records available t.o;ou,

o
I'ﬂ .

e elees . The Detrolt Office should check any pertinent récords of
'-'*’_-fiur L. A };g type mentioned which arw available in Detroit, anclsho_y;td furthor
orm the Bureau of any information 1n its poasesaion ooggerning '
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Meaorandus for Xr, James Fowe, Jre
The Assistant To The Attorngy Oeneral Page 2
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on the morning of Gctover 17, m:i t 1n aaswer to [ reest

he went to the latter's hotel atout 8130 A,¥. and thereafter was ¢ Qy fn

o g

The informant in this matter stated that he had not n% '
prior %o Octoder 17, and that he i3 not further conversant with the s
activities, He did state, howsver, that bad told hin that he, ..

had arrived in Indianapolis a +R, o1 the moming of Cctober
this connection it was deternined tha checked in at the

Lincoln Hotel at 7:15 A.K, on that date, o o _
L.




Bepartment of Justice
Stice of the Assistant to the Attornep General

Rashington

December 12, 1942

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, J. K,

‘;d:_f\'",' -

In accordance with our conversstion th¥s morning, I am listing
below the Bureau's reports which appear in the file I have examined
in the Gerald L. K? Smith case. Would you be good encugh to let me
know what other materidl the Bureau has in connection with this case.

3 1. May 20, 1941 - Agent %
o St 2, April 27, 1942 -
. 53 3. June 6, 1942 -
w fer 4. June 29, 1942
7w T 5. May 23, 1942 -

- Detroit

boc

b 6. July 22, 1942 - Lo
L 1k T. August 11, 1942 - : ;

-+ 8. August 11, 1942 - ; .l — Kansas City

~ 1+ 9, August 25, 1942 - '

L~ 13510, August 29, 1942 - : - Atlanta

,-/ t4911. August 28, 1942 -
L }2512. September 2, 19/2-

C e C. E. Rhetts
n Special Assistant to the
7"“‘0;-&3;" !"/" s Attorney General
L

RECORDED, |
L “.“:ﬂmsnr"‘f‘ Lot "NED &

. COPERER S Rt
DATE_ ol B2
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Roforuco (- made to the -uorgum nd,druua. under date of
December 13, 1942, by Hr. C. 2. Rhetts to Mr. J. X. Mumford of this
Bursau, which set forth a 1ist of the Bureau's reports in m- nattor
vhioh Kr. Rhetts has been abdle %o locate to0 date. :

Yor your ushtanoo in this -attor. theres are enumerated aiul
descrided below the ather reports and items of correspondence betwveen
ths Bureau and the DOpartntnl in this case as ronoctod by the Bureau’s é,/
filest _ . . :

1. A memorandum dated Jazma.ry 2, 1942, addressed to
Mr. Lawrence M. C. Smith, tranultung aoples of thres
leaflets entitled "13 Xistakes of President Franklia D.
Roosevelt”; "Committes of 1,000,000"; "Petition to
Congress and President Roon‘rolt ¥o A.R.D,0
2. A menorandum dated Fedruary 9§, 1942, addressed to llr.
.. Lawrence M., C. Smith tranlllttln‘ & oopy of the report
of Special Agent i dnttd May 20, 1941, at
Detroit, Nichigan, ' b7~
3. A memorandum dated Yedruary 11, 1943. to Aessietant
, Attorney Gensral Vendell Berge, transmitsing a copy of
. Tolsen___ __ the cireular proparod By Smith lntiilod "!‘ho Und.lh'orl
. E.A . Tsmm___ Speech.*

 Clexs 4. A meworandum dated April 27, 1942, addressed o the BT s
. Glavin Attorney General setting forth certaim information as tq b -y
. La . te == = ,

ntontion $o run for th- otﬂc- of Unu'.od Sta

. NI
. Ro T M A lahd April 25, 1943, aurnuc to

. ’t ttorney General Wendell Berge transmitting . """'.;-'
e ?rB“EG'15 808ors N hva apera., 1942 Lssue of *The Cross and the - N -
- Co " dated May 11. 194-2.“6.@05"33 sto Auiltant v

Mr. ia "mmnmmnumy CIOneral Wendsll Borgc tr qgtﬁng a photostasio
Mr. Kr ress relsase of the Co #£323800,000 dated

Mr McGuire
. April 24. 1942. and a portfo14a0%8 fpeech b'ms-uu o
GrT

o 3‘.‘1’.’5“’“’ i\(g;y i W81 9 i
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10.

T

~ 1341 %5 Decembsr 34, 1941, :

" Angust 11, 1942 8

delivered over redio Statiom WR at Detroi$, prior to April 37,
1941. 7his semorandua ales transmitted a oopy of the April, 1943 - fL
{esue of "The Cross snd the Nag.®* - el e

A memoranium dated Nay 37, 1942, adlressed to Nr. James Bowe, dr.,

. satting forth cartaia informatioa concerning an iaterviev had with ‘b;:f/’

in Shis mtter. - - PReTe)

A memorandun dated June 9, 1943, addressed ta Asslstant Attormey |
Genersl ¥Wandsll Berge, vhioch transmitted a copy of the repors of
Special Ageat

A memorandua dated Jone 11, 1943, adéressed %o Assistant Attoramey b’?o
Gensral Vendell Berge, transmitting a copy of the report of Special l

at Detrois, Kichigan, en Xay 23, 1942,

Age: at Vashiagton, D. 0., on June 4, 1942, together -
vith . ¢ copies of sudject's weekly droadcast from October 2,

v, P

Nesoraadum dated Jume 12, 1942, addressed to the Attorney General
eaclosing a copy of a contemplated radio address vhich was to have
bean delivered by subject om Juns 7. 1943. '

A memorandum dated June 19, 1942, addressed to Assistent Attorney

. General Wemdell Berge tramsmitting photostalie sopies of tusnty-three

radio addresses delivered by subject over Statioa WER, Datroit,

Dsceaber, 1941, %6 May, 1942, as well as a copy of the transcript of
subject’s spesch delivered at the Naccedees Suilding, Detroit, Nich-
igam, on Nay 123, 1942, Lo, Coa .

A memoTanéua dated Jume _i’, 1942, addressed to Assistant A.so.raeg
Ceneral Yepd: Berge transmitting a copy of the report of Special

Agent T datqd at Detroit, Michigan, on Jume 11, 1943,
NemoTendus afdressed $o Assistat Attornsy Semeral Yandsll Berge
dated om July Ji_ 1943, transamitting a copy of the reports of Special |
Agont SR Sated on June 29, 1942 at Detrois, Miochigam, .
sad S50

for May 31 and June 7, 1943. Alse transanisied vith this memorandum
vas a oopy of the Juns, 1942 fesus of *The Cross and the Flag.®

- Lo

oct" s Tallo broalicast froa Statiom WA, Desrois, b7 4

A lnorum dated August 19, 1942, addressed to &ul-tuit Attﬁrm'_ .
Gemeral Vendell Barge traamaittiag coples of orts subnitted on
t of Detroit and

Special igea imum R¥-CUty, \ogsthar vith a copy
of the July, 1 S#ie o e Cross anéd the Flag.®

A copy of the report made by Special Agent B
Indianapolis, Indlamna, om Octoder 21, 1942, tranca=itted the

=& B Serm N ng YW w

Diviston of Records under date of November 3, 1942, ]

|




16. A memorarium dated ¥ovemder 8, 1942, addressed %o Assistan o
Attorney Gemeral Yendsll Berge alvising of transaitial wader - o
date of Sovemder 3, 1042, %0 the Divicien of Records sfaecopy - |
of the repert eof Special lcn,l:-t Atlaate, . ... |

Georgia, dated Octoder 20, 1947% - i

17. Kemoranum sddressed te Asstatant AtSorney Gemerel Vemdsll . - o
Berge under date of Decomder 14, 1942, advising of the trame- b
mittal to the Division of Records sader

date of Decamdber 11, 1942,
of the report sutmitted by Spectal m S
a% Charlette, Forth Carolina on Septen

Photostatis sopy of subject's pablication -réo I!ui loonidt.' |

18. A report made by Spectal mmt Detrots,
, Kichigan dated Deceaber 11, 1 . was transaitied to the
"~ Division of Records under date of December 14, 1942, :

: As indicated, the reports and items of carresponience listed
above, together with the Teports mentioned ia Mr. Rhetts! Remorandum,
constitute all eof the information which has boen recelved and transaitted
to the Depertment 1a connection with this case. Additional copies of
axy of this materisl which you cannot mev locate will, of course, be
furnished on your frther raqueat,

R el e

Yery traly yours,
' . - - '.:::._, l';:}-‘.-

" Jelm Bigar Noover
Direotor

-y

B o W
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Punmt to the request made by ¥r, C, B. Rhottl” R
on December 10, 1942, of Nr, J. K. Mumford of this Buresu, ~
thers is transuitted herowith s photostatioc copy of the =~
doo\mant Dreoarod in connection with this matter by EEEE O'/ >

N Jm@,_
‘As you will no doudt rmll, “the origind of f.hiu
dooumant was made available to this Bureau as an .nclolur.
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T o .‘ L : | ) o ) [ Mr. Tolton....__..’.. .

t- b a- Mr. E. A. Tumm 7.

-n;?ﬂ?nm- ‘ ﬁr. [os TY " S—
_m?i-'f-”'w-" ' DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE e Qe
. WASHINGTON, D. C. Mr. Nichole. ..o erer
_EFR:FLB,JR. _ e
’ - Mr. Tracy . c.cemnea-
JAN ¢ 1943’ M. Carsom .o

Mr. Coffey.vaenm
Mr. Hendon - v —on
MEMDRANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER ;:: ;:;:‘:""'_':"

DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION e Qs T
i . Myr. Nease _. ——
Gamdy. ...
& Res _ Gerald L. KQSmit.h oy

N\ (;yommittee of One Million .

\\\\This refers to my memorandum dated December 23, 1942
requesting information or an investigation to ascertain whether
or not Smithwas a candidate at the Michigan general election
for senator in 1942, required to file a statement of campaign
contributions and expenditures under the Federal Corrupt Practices
Act of 1925, Since the dispatch of that memorandum, Smith has )
filed an account in the Office of the Secretary of the Senate,
Washington, D. C. This account was not notarized or dated, and
the date of receipt is not a matter of public record. It shows
contributions of $8545,31 ‘Eﬁ expenses of $8895,02,°

The omissions in the statement, taken with Smith's
denial that he was a candidate in a letter filed therewith,
suggest that he does not admit his candidacy; notwithstanding this
quotation from The Cross and The Flag for December, 1942, page 8:
®*I sought the Senate as an independent sticker candidate®, . It is
therefore requested that you continue the investigation reouested
on December 23, 1942 to establish the exact facts of Smith's cam—
paign with a view to proving his candidacy. It is also suggested
that you determine his actual contributions and expenditures for /
compariscn with those set out in his filed statement. It will also !
be appreclated if you will procure and forward the statement of /
contributions in the primary election requested in the first para~- /
graph of the memorandum referred to above,

Respectfully,

— 4 -
% gDFﬁ %: “2 "_73'7 "/

ﬁk:‘i..’éﬁ%@v oo

Lawrence M. (., Smith

Chief, Special War {Polic nit
T War DPivi N :
\

—

PP S P



C R o 0 Mr. Tdison.........
= ) Mr. E A Temm .
. . Mr. Clegx ..o
Federal Burean of Investigation M. Glavia .
Hnited States Bepartment of Justice M. Lol
Re. Nichols______
Washinogton, B, €. M- Romem
- Mr. Tracy.ooe
Detroit, Michigan Mr. Covem
Jamiary 6, 1943 e CHE e
W Mgy
I ——
| ALL INFORMATION AONTAINED — [ Gwvrieme
e Director, L HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .. 3 prewe o}
>3, Federal Bureau of Investigation, DATE it BYM-L———A S 1
> TWashington, D. C. 204433 et

RE: GE L. K.(SMITH was;
THE~SOMMITTEE OF ONE: MITLION
INTERNAL SECURITY - G;
CUSTODIAL DETENTION:; SEDITION

Please be advised that the ﬁuowing additional infor- Lap
mation was received fron whose identity is L
knomn to you: 3_ - }

SMITH'S principal activity since his defeat in the
election for the office of United States Senator from the State of Michigan
has been the formation of a third political party. At first, he was
plarning to name this political party "TheAfierican Party" but now he plans
to call it "The.Safety First Party". He claims that he has no intention
of creating an indepsndent third party but that the purpose of the party

is a precautionary device in order to assure the continuation of the two

party system in America and prevent the recurrence of a situation such as
in 1940 when both the Republican candidate and the Democratic camlidate
were working hand in hahd as New Dealers.

oo
SMITH has been in very close touch with HAHFE!"E&NMH,

Personnel Director of the Ford Motor Company and has been reporting to BENNETT
the progress that has been made in the formation of this political party.

SMITH!'S princiﬁ contact man who has been active in New York and Washington

has hean of CIevgl_a_,mi. Ohio. ch/
While SMITH was contemplating using the name "The American

Party" he ascertained that the identical name had already been used by Mrs.

BIANCHE-WINTERS, 8127 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, llichig?.n Mrs. WET'HB

was contacted by SMITH and SMITH'S new attorney, Mr., U. S. A~-RIGGBLOM. It

was learned from Mrs. WINTERS that although she had organized the American Party

. in fourteen states it was politically dead in Lﬁchégan in that it was not
- itled to be listed on the official ballot, SE’ ' -,
R)‘;DM . RECORDED L/f Hev o "/f‘?
" SMITH in discuss:mg his plans y th Mf§ IN’I'ERS '§"aid that— ]
CUPIES DESTROYED ‘ E ;NDELF; 6 .8 i3
. =83 0CT | l§]§u4 sl Mmi o
t = i b .; At Y .
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Letter to the Director RE: GEBRALD L, K. SMITH was
Jamary 6, 1942 :

there was going to be an American Party in order to force the Republican

Party to do the right thing and felt that she had chosen & very appropriate

pame, Mrs. WINTERS agreed that the Republicans must not allow WILLKIE to be

nominated again and that a party sach as the American Party would make the

Republica.n Party stay in line. SMITH made the point that it was very important
have delegates to the National Convention and he pointed out that ROBERT

IETIG, Det.roit Organizer of the America First Committee mide it a point /,__~‘
—— e P

TR
wWWoEew U.ULUE&&B# UUJ.UI'U uv uouu “p.

SMTTH reiterated that the America First Organization should
never have been discontinued, SMITH expressed his opinlon to Mrs, WINTERS
that perheps it would be better to reorgarize theCumerica First Committee
all over the country and such organization could be achleved befare actually
meking an attempt to organize a third political party. SMITH said he did
not think that the third party should be formed until public opinion was
tested to see if the people would receive a compramnise organization,

SMITH explained that his desire was merely to set up a mach-

inery to put candidates on the ballots in case the people were betrayed by

both the Republican and Democratic Parties as they were in 1940, He said the
one great lack was a working mechanism to d this, He stated that a known
partisan organization such as the Committee of One Million could not finance
such & movement since it was against the law. He considered the name America
First Party to indicate that it was merely a sort of committee registered

to collect funds and to do business.

SMITH discussed with his friend MURRAMVANGHLES, former
out standing member of the America First Committee in Detr&it. his ideas and
catch phrases for the political movement., He asked KNOWLES how he liked
the catch phrase "The America First Party, America first and safety first" -
nThis is not a third party, it is a guarantee of the preservation of the
two party systea® and "No internationsl government, but a nati¢hal govern-
ment with an independent destiny.® ‘

SUITH. suggested that the personality symbol should be
GECRGE TASHINGTON who stood for isolation; the spiritual symbol the cross
and the flag (the same as for the committee of one million}; and the patriotic
symbol the American esgle,

SMITH also propounded the slogan "Isolationiem is not dead,
America must remaln independent., GEORGE WASHINGTON, not HENRY WALIACE, shall
determine the destiny of America®, SMITH also suggested the slogan "Clothe
America first, Feed America first, Defend Amerlica first, and defend the four
freedoms of Amer:.ca first.” SHITH thought that 211 these slogans might be
used in the launching of the campaign of the Safety First Party. SMITH
balieved that if the Republican or Democratic Parties nominated such a man as

-2 -
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Letter to the Directer ’V/ ; Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH was
January 6, 1943 _

Senator BURTON W!EELEH or CHARLES AMINDBERG, then there would be no need
to have an independent political movement. SMITH emphasized that his prineipal
desire was to launch a Safety First movement without dther the Democratic or
Republican Partlies feeling that he was out to displace them, .

SMITH is attempting to interest Mrs. PAUZFITZSTMMORS,
Newport, Rhode Island, vice-chairman of the Republican National Committee in
his political movenent. On December 21, 1942, informaht advised that SMITH
recelved a telegram from Mra, FITZSIMMONS as follows:

"Triting you today. Could you send
me six copies of the circular dated
December 1, Many thanks.®™

SMITH discussed his plans for the piitical movement with
Captain JMOR of New York City, New York, TREVCR advised SMITH that he
had been questioned by an investigator from the United States Treaswry Depa rtment
as to the amount of money he had given SMITH, It had been alleged that
TREVOR had given SMITH $500.00 but TREVOR said he told the investigator he could
not recall having given SNITH anything, SMITH'S comment was "Liberty is beginning
to show her head", SMITH advised TREVOR that in the instant political campaign
in Michigan he had polled 112,000 votes and that he had to be candidate in order
to stay on the radio. SMITH then explained his purpose to TREV(R in forming a
New Party and said that this New Party would not back a candidate of their omn
ranks but would rather there was a good member of an old party.. In other words,
the purpose of the New Party would be *to chastise™ the other partles.

SHITH added the Democratic and Republican polit.icians were
afrald of what SMITH himself, HENRY-¥CRD, and Reverend CHARLES E_.,COIIH-ILD! weTe
going to do but SMITH made it clear that all they wmanted to do was "just be
good Americans®, They thought it was good patriotism to say "America Firstn,

Capt ain TREVOR commented that there were quite a few that
agreed wi th them,

SMITH has also been cobtaining assistance from Mr, R. A.
FFYAN in organizing his independent political movement, He has requested
re COFFMAN to proceed to Atlanta, Georgia and cont_act Governor EIDENE/.{PAIMADGE-

SMITH has also discussed his plans with Mr, J. EDWARD™JONES
of New York City and Baton Rouge, Loulsiana, SMITH told JONES that he had
received 2 two-page letter fram Congressnan HAMILTON_EISH whom he had lauded
in the most recert issue of the "Cross and the Flag", SMITH remarked that
HAMILTON FISH had asked SMITH to write an analysis of the ROCSEVELT Political
Philosophy and SMITH promlsed to send a copy of this analysis to JONES,

-3 -



Letter to the Director BRe: GERALD L. K. SMITH was
Janvary 6, 1943 .

SMITH slso di scussed his plans for an independent political
party with Captain EARL.80UTHAT® of Chicego, Illinois, snd SOUTHARD felt that
a third party should be formed as a measure of preparedness in case the
Republican Party should "sell out® to the New Dealers like they did in 1940.
SMITH repeated to HUBERT H. ZUCKER and Mrs, MURRAY/ENOWLES that Captain SCUTHAXD
had related that Captain SOUTHARD'S brother was in Hong Kong and was grossly
mistreated by the Japanese, Captain SOUTHARD had further been captured by the
Japanese and they cut off his toes and inflicted 23 wounds on his body., SMITH
comiented that "if we don't stop sending this stuff to Russia and get down to
fighting this war we will be defeated for the Japs are the strongest mation in
the world.® SMITH described Captain EARL SOUTHARD as being "with the
Chicago Tribune." :

_ Then SMITH relzted this story to Mrs. KNCWLES he added his
own camment "these internationalists and Jews don't care what happens to our
pecple in the Pacific. They are only concerned with Hitler." SMITH criticized
Senator-elect HOMER FERGUSON for "consorting with Jews®, SMITH explained his
opinion that now is the appropriate time to come out with an anti-Leaguwe of
Nations Campaign. SMITH suggested thet the proper line of propaganda would be
to argue that if we enter into any form of world govermment the distribution
vhich will remain thereunder will result in taking our food, our rubber, and
everything and give it to all the others. SMITH was emphatic that all the
propsgands should point out that all our efforts should be made toward improving
the conditions under which the United States soldiers live because Mothing is
too good for our soldiers.® Mrs, KNOWLES suggested that SMITH should campaign
for free transportaticn for scldiers on furlough, SMITH suggested that it was
a good 1dea to permit free transportation while on furlough once each year. Mrs,
KNOFILES thought that she would suggest four times a year. SMITH countered with -
saying that the platfom could bee free transportation for soldlers on fur
at least once a year.

madﬂsed further that GERALD SMITH {
is contipuing to collaborate verend L. J.~ROLLINGS, who is an assoclate——

of Reverend GERALD B,.WINROD of Wichita, Kanses, SMITH has accommodated ROLLINGS

by having his stenographic force prepare various stencils for ROLLINGS, mimeo-
graphed letters for SMITH and ROLLINGS together and attempted to obtein small
religious souveniers for transmission to men in the forces of the United States. e

SMITH, as previously reported by”u attempted
to contact CHARLES.BCRENSON, vice-president of the For r Canpany, believed

to be SMITH'S cousin by marrisge, SMITH'S purpose was to prevail upon Mr,

SORENSON to urge HENRY FCRD to write a perasonal letter to the Cleveland Local
Draft Board of equesting the deferment of young-
) - b

- -h-
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Thls recuest 1s based upon hls essential activity at the Ford Motor Company. Mr.
FORD actually wrote such a letter by the draft board in Cleveland classified

youn, in Class 1-A and ordered him to report for physical exsmination.
Mr, s now attempting to get HINRY FORD to request an appeal,

SMITH suggested that young [ that he should attempt
to obtain a cammission in the United States Navy. s2id that he had

heard that the Army was getting too b
going to be favored, SMITH told
who was in charge of

and that the Navy enlistments were
that he should interview
ng for the United States

_ rolt, SMITH described es a2 man whom HARRY BENNETT elected
far the Board of Regents of the versgity of Michigan but was not the one

that had been the coach of football at Northwestern University.

SMITH commented favorably on the replacement of LECN
~—HENDERSON by PRENTISS WN to the Head of the OPA because even though SMITH
disliked his former opponent, PRENTISS M. BROWN, he said he would rather have a
white man from Michigsn than a Jew from New York,

SMITH camented to a person unknown to Informmant that it
was difficult to shop in Detroit during the Christmas buying season because
of the negroes and forelgners made it uncomfortable for the “regular pecplern,

Investigators of the Treasury Department are continuing
their investigation of SMITH'S income tax returns from 1936 through 1941,
This investigation, according to infommant, is because SMITH displayed some
anxiety although he frequently states to his friends that he has nothing to
worry about because he has reported every cert of income he ever had. He
blames the institution of this investigation on is usual enemies, SMITH'S
most bitter enemy continues %o be WALTER-MINCHELL conceming whoma he wrote an

article in the December issue of the "Cross and the Flagh entitled "WALTER
WINCHELL - The Pop-Gun Patriot®, SUITH is still planning to institute a

(e 1V 1 AAAE A WS N VREE A AW L e W - eV ae— e B S Y AL lLlib

millfon dollar law suit against WALTER WINCHELL in the near future, the
principel issue which he 1s now discussing with his Attomey USA HEGGBLOM

is whether it will be possible to institute the suit in Detroit, Uichigan.
SMITH is adverse to instituting the suit in the Eastern District of Kew York,
Scuthern Division because he was afraid that in New York there was danger that

there might be a Jew on the Jury which wuld ruin his chances,

SMTTH stated that he had received infomation that a

A 328 . B AL . ommds wmiiTA ha Prwmad +n dnvactioasts the Asaighant l_]nit.gd
LOGHLWLES Ol WiE O8IHuE WoOULU WS LUMIDU W LlIVTOuvapaww wiie Siwvwas Vs L 28

States Attorney General and others for a conspiracy to smear opponents of the
New Deal. SMITH also discussed with Mr. HEGGBLOM the indictment at Washington, D.C.

-5 - | hfl/(/wq(/
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of twenty-eight persons for seditious conspiracy,

SMITH remarked that it was a shame the way TOMNSEND let his
organization degerate into a racket.

SMITH sought HUBERTJEUCKER and dicussed with LUCKER the
investigation that was in progress by the Internsl Revenue Agents. SMITH
sald that Internal Revenue agent s had made inquiries about LUCKER since
SMITH'S records showed LUCKER had handled some of the money., SMITH explained
carefully that he did not wantHUBERT do de anything for him but told him no doubt
some details that HUBERT had porbably forgotten and HUBERT would be ambarrassed
on being cuestioned. SMITH said he just wanted to refresh HUBERT'S menory,.
For this purpose SMITH and LUCKER met at SMITH'S home on December 26, 1942,
SMITH lamented that his own son had left home after SMITH had done so mmch
for him. SMITH told LUCKZR that HENRY FORD had perscnally given GERALD SMITH,
Jre. 2 position at Ford Notor Cempany and young SMITH quit and later SMITH
got his son a Job at the J., L. Hudson Company Departmenmt Store and his son
cquit there also, SMITH said that during the Christmas buying season he had
gotten his son re-employed at the J. L. Hudson Company through the WEBBERS,
(The operaters of the J. L, Hudson Company end relatives of EDSEL FORD).

SMITH continues to contact Mrs. DAVIB-STANLEY of clevela.nd,
Ohio, and through her obtains the cooperation of the United Mothers of America,
vhose headquarters are in the Arcade Building, Cleveland, (hio,

SHITH was critical of ROOSEVELT'S appointment of LECON
HENDERSON to a position of Food Administrator in England. He told Captain
EARL SOUTHARD of Chicago, Il1linois that ROOSEVELT had appointed "HENDERSON
to London to give ocur food away.® SOUTHARD replied that they Wold give hils
butter to the Russlans, his jelly to the Greeks, and his peanut butter to the
Syrians. SMITH attempted to quote the Scripture "He that provideth not for
his om is worse than an infidel.® .

SMITH has planned to hold a meeting of his followers at
Eagle's Hall in Detroit, Michigan on Jamary 10, 1943, and he has distributed
1,000 tickets in the hope that his 200 most loyal supporters will attend the
maeting. He said that he would discuss numerous subjects, including

1 - HENRY WALLACE'S plan to put us in an intemational government.
2 - Can America féed the world?
3 - Facts about gas rationing. -

4 = Does America face a famine?
5 - Will feed America first or will we feed the foreigners first and starve

America? We have the same number of men in the Army as we did the last
war and did not have rationing, why do we have it this time? ¥hy do we
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go without meat while the New Deal Overlords feast and banquet
in Washington an champagne and numerous kinds of meat?
6 - LEON HENDERSON'S trip to London.
7 - Will WILLKIE be nominated again?
8 = Will ROOSEVELT be naminated for a Fourth Term?
9 - Senator WHEELER'S plan to investigate lend-lease.
10 -~ The truth sbout fuel oil rationing.
11 - The indictment of STANLEY.NOWAK,.
{ H
SMITH announced to Mp. KNCWLES that there would be a question
and answer period at the conclusion of his speech, SMITH also plans to make a
speech in Chicago on January 15, 1943, in Minneapolis in the moming of January
17, 1943 with a radio address in the afternoon of January 17, 1943. He also
plans to speak at St. Paul, Minnesota on the night of the 17th. SMITH 1s also
planning to make spesches in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and Cleveland, Ohio, as well
as in Erie, Pennsylvania.

Informant overheard a conversation between SMITH and his
attorney HEGGBLOM and SMITH said in his opinion food should be distributed in
the following order:

Service men

Americen citlzens

Allies .
Routrals and others

SUMITH camented that he noticed the man who represemted the
American ¢onsumer had been removed from the Administrative Board in Charge of
Food Rationing so that now the Cammisslon included only representatives from the
Army and Nevy and foreigners so that now "they ju,st. ait md clean us outn,

SMITH comented tof.. .. .. ...
B 'that he had heard from & IAN“PRESHEEIT00 g
war workers ¢ and returning hame so that they could see if they did any
excess driving. SMITH remarked "tho ever dreamed that that thing would come
to America®, Infomant believed that SMITH was being sarcastic abat the
F.B.I. or scme other American Law Enforcement Agency.

Informant revealed that the Federal Commnication Commission

. was interested in obtaining scripts of SMITH!S radio addresses at Radio Station

WJR, SMITH was advised of this fact when officlals of Radio Station WJR asked
him to supply certain copies which they dld not have.

- JOHN 5. BUGAS
ST126 -7 - J ﬁ (
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December 22,1942

Dear uﬂ-‘oHOOVEI‘S - ’v_:_. rly..
Before ir,Winchell went away he said that '
X

if anything came along that we thought would be of interest

to you--to send it right along.

we have just gone through an accumulation of
radio mail and found theses I hope it is all‘right to

send a1l this stuff to youe

sest wishes to you and llr.Tolson for the

522301 - .

sincerely,

for walter winchell

AL INFORMA TN I‘WT:‘.‘.NED

L

KEREN it 'fil’_.?;éw
DME mh 172% :ﬁjﬁﬂf!{zﬁ /
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: % ' I want to thank you for your lstter of © '
e Leccmber 22, 1942, together wit.h the mloma By
‘ attached thereto, B

a,

You may bs assured t.b.t the uem roi*- ' S e
warded b you have been carefully noted and will
receiva appropriate attention by the FEI,

SRRt Ty Your continued interest in forwardlng ¢ I
Lthese matters to me is indeed lpprcciatod. T '

- s . Sincem’.l.y.

'-: LAt T T
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Bepartment of Justice ! Mr. Lacd...... ..
A ©fice of the RAssistant fo the Attornep SGeneral o
Mo | Washington Mr. Traey ..........-

e ‘ Jenuary 8, 1945\ ‘ Ar. Colfey......eonnen
\ 17 Mr. Kraper ......-.

‘ 4 Mr, McGo re cenve---

.
f Wer Quing Tema. ..

B ORLHTW . FOR Wi, J. LDGER BOOVEn

RTINS i
Firector, Federzl Evresu of Investigation /// i 'F

In vour memorcncum & _Lecenber 28 you inguire whether it
g

iz believed that Gereld L. Ki7drith's activities are such as to
sugsest & v¢olutlon of Fecercl Stetuues and, if so, to advise you
e ki wicete the thoory end statutes on viich zny

£z vou kmov, Suith's activities have besn & metter of y
lltereSU tc the Crkplnal Livision enc ths Soeeiel Tar Policies
Unit for some nonths.

¢ his rublicztion, The Cross ana the
r szcditious Tlisvor but 2rith seens to
besnn cuibe well zdvissd or the extent to whick he could

e
o
<

sefeliy fo in this ¢(irectien. 4s a2 ccnse-usnce, the Criminsl
Tivicion znd the S-eeciel Vvar Policies Unit huve sgresd thet in
the shzsnee of zcu: evicence of & dirsct tie-us vith the ixis,
z seéition prosecution would not be warrinted.

3 el - bt > 4
In tke verious reports furnished by you with resvect to
Szith there hove been several suggestions of z posfible connection
with tne Lxils, but nothing hss been ceveloped beyond this sugges—
tion.

I uncerstenc thet vhile you heve miintzined s genersl
interest in Smith's activities, you have never underiaken en
intensive investigation of him and his connections, largely
beccuse you heve never been ssgked to do so and beczuse no
snecific violrtions of law hzve been suggested by the Criminzl
Tivigion or the Specizl ¥Yer Polieies Unit.

I believe such zn intensive invectigation snould be nade
ané I =m outlining below & few of the leads, mozt of which have been
inTiecated by verious Burenu re orts, ‘yg@bébégunbn.supno se ought

B SN x W
{

In & report catec June 11, 1944, o\ ecf“l Lbcnt

l/ —of Detrolt, reference is -““'fe to a mSmo-

t . Tncuz in the Tetroit files of the Swresu, {] i
4 T AN 7943

G M e -
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1. (Cont'd)
file 62-1222) inciesting

-

b7
o

vhat is this information which
Surports to have?

2. Various attempts have been nzde to esteblish Smith's
mepbershin in theNoilver Siirts of Amsrice and reports
0* the Buresu in.ivate that no records of the Silver

N hirts can be locsted vhich indicate Scith's merbershnip.
In the report of June 11, 1947

s Lo above an
intervien is reported with in ~kich
is reported to hav= Sell ceith's and

LI 1Tets warmberchin ot

irts azre
in poscessicn of -
ﬁ has th:ls stauzine
would suggest that

thig end the cerds Owtalll
is willing fo relecse them,

b

be cquestionad concerning
from him if-he has tkern znd

3« In e report dated L=y 23, 1942

in Det”ult, reference is made b: Lf7C/
L °
pethicers.
I viould suggest that this lead be developed to ascert:sin
whether any actual connection between Smith and Gerwen
ggenus could be establiched.
L]
. T

reuovts & conver ztion Seith 1n the

course O whLich he s:id 3 b7c

b?

(VY
=i

informetion +which this informent muy h
subject would be desirable.

L fuller sceount of this conversation

d any further

(=4 Joi=p4

ave on this

Feference to this informent was nzde in Mr. Eerge's

smorancun to you dated Deceuber 9, 1942,

I woulc suggest that fuiler cetel

LeAhed Iron this informant as to hic lmowledge of 197c)
Smith's connections vith




10,

.

o hzve left
seic in this b?7¢
report to be residing poz: Louisiana. 2y,
In = later rerert of Ausust 12 2 is 7
scic to recice at
Louiciznc.

mey well have a consicerzble smount of
informzetion concerning Srith's moverents and contects
ena wizht be aeble fo give inforzation as to possible
Geruzn or rfxis connections.

In s report cated Lfugust 28, 194%. by Agent
Ker Orieszns, Loui-itna, reference iz made 1o
co”refgon¢cnce betveen Smith and o .
' Sen  Antonio, Texs S SuE vel
= etter of July &, 1922, to Fack in.uiring
Low he could commmunicate with kivler, together vwith
Feck's replies, zre in the files of the San Antonio
Fizld Office of the Dwrezu. I heve previously sug-
gested to i, Lunford tlezt these be obtzined from the
San nitcnio OfZice zo that Sumith's signocture cen be
verified., It would elso be heloful to kno more zbout
Lr. Taci and hils connectlons with the Germen Governiesnt.
Scith's letier just referrec to is szid to be signed
Geralc L. K. Sermict znd other suggestions heove been
neGe thet Smith's rezl neme is Schrict. & recusst vwas
mece by k. Berge on Novesber 9, 1942 thet the birti
records in Pardeeville, ‘isconsin, be examinsd to
azecertzin Sxmith's true name. I should like to imow
the Tesult of this investigaiion.

On onsz ocezcion Srmith instituted a2 libel suit egeinst
the Vashington Hewmkiax on another occasion sgainst the
cegazine Time. I uwnderstend that the gttorneysz for
the Yzeikington Hereld, Davies, Kichberg, Becbe, Burick
& Eichardscn of Veshington, D. C., end the attorneys
for Time, Cravath, DeGerscerff, Sweaine & Vood, 15 Broazd
Street, New York City, have extensive files on Smith
and I woulc suggest that the Buresu obtain access to
these files to see vhat meterial may be included there
that is not othervise knowm to us.

: vhetrer
iz able to give any edcditionsl informeiion

th'z connections end ecctivitiss. E;E)

A - wn e e ae



1l. By =2 menorzndum dated Lecerber 20, 1942, Mr. Rowe
khes rezuested certuin Information concerning hubert
Tucker, a former essocizte of Szith.

In zclition, tnere is reason to believe that Smith has violeted
the Corrupt Prectices Act in conrection with his recent senstoricl
s p s 5 I

czuosaign. I belisve the Special Var Policies Unit has already reguested
the 3ureau to condtuct further irvestigations in thils connsction.

\
C. 2. Rretts
Soeciel Assistant to the
Ettorney Genersl

— e e e e e m——d—
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Set forth below ars pertinent portions of two additional mecorsnda
pertaining to this caso which have been received from the Depariment, As you
-wl1l obaerve, these memorznda sug:est the desiradbility of furiher investigation
1n thiu cass and advance apeoinc v.lsgeatloua as to certain ufomtion duinds '

*"In & report daud June 11, 1942, by Speciul .lgcnt
Dotroit, reference is made to & menorandum in the Detrolf {11es of b7e

b

¥ ‘that 1s this

"Var:lonl attempt.s hlve been xado to entabuch ullith'l n.emboruhip
_1n the Silver Shirts of America and reports of the Bureau indicate that
'~ no records of the 8ilver Shirts can be located which indicate Smith's
maxbership. In the report of June 11, 1942 referred to above an
interview 1s reported with

is
reported to have said that b 7¢.
ts are in possession of i S
Has this statezent been co: : ' wou
at ba questioned concerning t.hiu and tho cards obt.nimd

: hhithc 'u mgnmdilﬁlnngtoreleauthu. .

'- on bet-oan Saith and German ago{nntyould be
¢} revtoa suseay of et 3
:‘;‘:ﬁm‘:.:’:,’;‘:ﬂs‘m"“ J ALL IHFORMATION GU{[AIN i
U WERES IS G ﬂbélﬂl‘.ll qy Cgi

T | R
6 1568 150030 OATE 2l Bkl |ty



SAC, Detroit | -2-

*In this sane report of May 23, 191.2,
Smith

-

7w fuller account of this conversation and sy further mfornuu
which thiu :l.nromnt ny hnn on this mbjoct wuld bo dosirabh. L

‘‘‘‘‘‘

L 'Rtrm t m: informant was udo i.n lr. Dorgt'a mandtn ﬁ
you dated ﬁo‘b.r 9” lmq o e A ‘-" sets e _-__7‘“.

ruidin saib Al.gior-

1942, io said %o resido at
Loui

. mnv well have a oonsideradble smount of i.nfomtion -
o concerning 's movements and contacts and might be able to givo “575_",
o information a0 to pou;lblo Gerasn or Axis oonnections. L

o “In . report dated August 28, 1942, by Axmtm in Iew Orlunav"
Louisiana, reference is made w sone sorresponden ond Smith and &

AR Dr, RBugo Fack, 309 Madison Street, 3an Antonio, Texss., It is stated that .-
5 Saith's letter of July 8, 1933, to Fack inqul how he could communicate
with Hitler, together with Fack's replies, are in the files of the San
Antonio Field Office of the Buroagu., I have previously suggested %0
¥r. Mumford that these be obt-ined from the San Antonio Office so thay -
Smith's signature ¢an be varified, It would aleo be helpful % know mro
about Dr. Fack and hi_g gg:;nggtiona ‘lith t.ha Laman Goranment._ -
o4, : ;
e, "S-ith'c J.otter Juat re.terrod ﬁo is nld to bo nignod Oorald I.. l,
Schmidt and other suggestions have deen made that Smith's real name is ‘
_"'.‘_'f_z;‘-' - Schmidt, A request was made by Mr, Berge on loverber 9, 1942 that the
o birth records in Pardeeville, Wisconsin, be exarmined to accertain Smith's
true nm. T ahould like to know thc reault of thia 1nnstigation. Sy e

'On one occaaion Snith inautum 8 libel suit oglinat tho 'ﬁauhington
Rerald and on another occasion against the magasine Time. T understand
that the attornoys for the Waahinbton Herald, Davies, Richberg, Beebe, Burlck
& Richardson of Vashington, D, C., and the attorneys for Tine, Cravath,

i Dedersdorff, Swaine & Wmd 15 Broad Street, New York Clty, have extensive

\qd
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sctivities has in mind the possibility of establishing a violation under the
Sedition Statutes or possibly under the Federal Corrupt Practices Aot. In

oconsidering the ligni.ﬂ.cmco of Smith's aotivities undor the Sedition Statutes
it further a;pears that the Department is desirous of thoroughly probing

the possibility that Smith may e at present, or has beed in the past h ,
soms extent, under the influence of Axis representatives or persons ep = ©::, =
organisstions in sympathy with the Axis. Proof of this would not be lezullypre-
requisite under the Sedition Statutes if the other requisite elements omm! Lo
be sho-n, but, or owrn, u. would have oonndorabh d.gnincnnco. L SRS

-4 e, S PRAR LN
- S . b

‘ In vlu of tht deﬁnita mhrut in thh case ht.lv dimhy-d h!
the Depasrtment, you should sale arrangezents to afford {ts moltigution '
continuous and preferred attention, 8amith's publications and all of his pnhlic
utterances, both in your district and elsewhere, should be covered snd all
expressions seemingly hsving significance under the Sedition Statutes should be
reported, Detalls ss to the information furnished your offfce by L2¢
should be made known to the Buremn by letter as in the past, o
#0 incumbent upon your office to sppropriastely sumnarise and set forth
in report form all information of pertinence secured through the services of
this informant. Obrvlcusly, the reportsshould be worded in a careful manner
) and should set forth only that part of the information made avallable by this
informant which has or appesrs to have pertinence to a poasible violation of
the Sedition Statutes or other statutes under which the investigation way, in
the future, be carried out. From the viewpoint of investigation your problem
is, of course, Lo substantiate pertinent inforwation secured from this informant
by evidence or information from other sources which 1s of such a noture as
couid be introduced in testimonisl form if prosecution is undertaken azainat
this subject at somse future dete.

C With reference to the investigation requeatod by the Departzant under

the Federal Corrupt Practices Act, your sttention is invited to Sections 241

through 256 of Title 2, United States Code. From the phrassology of the -

Department's memoranda, 1t appears that it 1e desirous first of seouring a

copy of the statemnent filed by Smith in connection with his primary canpalgn

a8 required by Michigan State law. This statement should, of course, indicate

the sources contributing financially to Saith in connection with his campaign,

Becond, it would seem that the Dspartment 1s desirous of esteblishing sufficient

information to ashow that Saith st the genersl election was in fact a Ycandidate®
! and consequently under Section 246 of Title 2, United States Code, subject to
s, S the filing of & further statement. The luggut.ion is, of course, that Smith's .

- . 'auekor" campaign pade hin .'m ctroct. s cmdidnu wbjoet to thi: roquirmnt.

W Xs I have Indicated above, I expect thls case to be afforded -
continuous and preferred sttention end a report should be submitted by ywr
office at least once each month, In setting out leads for suxiliary orncu,
your reports should be accompanied by letters advising of the importance of this
ocase and the absolute necessity of givimz the leads set forth prompt and careful
attention,

Very truly yours,

John Edgar Hoover ﬂ

Diresctor
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- R Yor your inforastion and possible assistance in your
R L consid
R of t.hls case, I wish to advise that under date of Decenbery% 194;, oration

photostatic copies of the followlng 1t tod hrial wore
the Division of Records: . ’ - t.ranunit.t.od o

The October - November, 1942, issue of "Th#Crou and the Flag".

waeesne A booklet entitled, \WWar Mongers d
. Gerald L. K. sn{f ongers and the m“""““".b!

*
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. Tofsen____ .,,'- .
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REPORT MADEK AT

MILWAUKEE riLe no. 100-4755 7

DATE WHEN MADE FMIRIOD FOR REFORT MADE BY ‘

. WHICH MADE
MIL¥AUKEE, WJSCOHSIN | 12-30-42

u-134: | -w
TITLE

a . CHARACTER OF CABE
@om:? DAY KRWETH SMITH, o/k/a Gerald L, X, | INTERNAL SEURITT
Smigl, alias Gerald L. K, as; o SEDITION

THR-COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLIOH

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

\ » |

L [;f Wd‘ Subject an automo'buo. however, 00

ﬁ ] \{19 can who has just been mislead.

) * worked for Subject at one tIrme and Bubject had told him |
not to question his source of income. believes Subjectts
money comes from his radio work.

dielikes Subject;
believes HENRY FORD gave
t -

- RUC - X

REFERINCE:  Report of Special Agent [P 22ted 10-21-42 at L7 <
) ' Indianapolis, Indiana, _ . '

HUC

t was submitted on 12-3-42 by Special Agent
Milvaukee, Wisconsin. The status of

this report ves shown as RUC in error inamuch as the lead ch/
in the reference report of Speciel Agent
Indianapolis, Ind., 10-21-42, had not been covereds - s

lead has now been covered and investigative results are set
forth below,

bé » D)

ALL INFORMATIZN CONTAINED

APPFROVED AND
FORWARDE!

S

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPALK)
-4 *
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political ideas and becanse he was linked up with HUEY LONG, whom

sald was a virtusl dictator in Now Orlasna. Ea has ns idan and SNITH navaw -
told him just what the COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLICE was, Ee also advised that
MITH made a point of never mentioning his source of income to anyone in

He believed that SMITH is very closely connected with HENRY as the las
time he sav the Subject, which was aperoximately two years ago,/was driving a
Lincoln Zephur, and made statements that lead Y to veileve that IORED
had given him the car.

_advhod. that he disliked SMITH mainly becanse of i“

alao advised that he had had literature such as coples
of thD_:ggg and Fiag" sent to him by SMITH, but that he had hardly read any
of them: but the first issue of the "Cross and Flag." This he had ‘reed rather
thoroughly and showed to his friends, and all of them were in complete dig-

egreenent with SMITH'S political 14eas. He had not kept any of the literature

sent to him dy SMITH,.

m stated that he considers SMITH to be a true American who
has just been misle He concluded his statements by alvising that, frankly,
he thinks everything that SMITH does is done for the “benefit of GERALD Le Ko
ﬂll'm alone, and if any man gets in bhig way, he will walk over him,*

s ng - N H £
larze citi 1] throughou.t the country, where he aldressed large audiences, SMITH
attended both the COUGHLIN and TOUNSIND convent!.onl in Glevoland.. Olﬁ.o. thnt .
»ar, according to

mande it n‘la‘ln

' "Whe source of his income and, since that time re he pots




Pepartment of Justice | .,J../ j

- Sffice of the Assistant to the Attornep Seneral

ashington [ :

i?ur Lroe- ;

Decembel‘ 22, 1942 ;I.-Z‘..L':r"-, .

. iﬂzﬁa?yh‘,, .§
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NEMORANDUM FOR MR. JOHN EDGAR HOOVER e emie
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation N

Attention: Mr., Mumford J

In response to your memorandum of December 15 to Mr. Rowe
regarding the reports which the Federal Bureau of.Investigation
has trensmitted to the Departuent on Gersld L. K.”Smith, I
am listing below three reports which I have been unable to
locate:

1. Revort of Special Agentaw at Washington, 47 {
D. C., June 4, 1942, tr ed to Assistant
Attorney General Berge June 11, 1942.

2. Report of Specisal Agentm of L?‘/
Indienapolis, Indiasna, on Uctobe s L1942, trans- 149
mitted to the Division of Records November 3, 1942.

3. Report of Specisl Agentm at Atlanta, ¢
Georgia, October 20, 1942, transmitted to the pd
Division of Racords November 3, 1942. ‘ :

If you would furnish me with an additional copy of each
of these reports as soon as possible, I would appreciate it.

c Rheyt
Special Assistant to the
Attorney General

/’ ;

o YA :44 /Z%
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Pursusnt to the request expressed in ¥r. C. R, Rhetts! _
menorandum of December 22, 1942, an additional copy of each of the
Uiwrse reports listed below was transaitted to the Division of
Records undsr date of Docember 26, 1942.

Report of Spectal Agent sulmitted in connestion ‘
with the above-entiitle Washington, D. G., oo
June 4, 1942. _
Report of Speoisl Agent subnitted in Wum -}’76/
with the above-entitled case & inta, Cecrgla, en . = =
October 20, 1942. o e N
Report of Speociel AthtM in connection ,
with the above—entitled matter at Indimnpolil, Indilnl,
October 21, 1942. o c aF
Mr Telson : ] 2
Mr T A Tamm If, on the bmo or momtioa promtl,y anmblo-comernhu

M M Clegg (BIs subject, you believe that his activities are such &b 4o Buggest a

B ur Glavin Violation of any Federal Statute over which this Bureau %Ew@%igatin
Mr Ladd ___:ﬁﬂudicﬂonwi _shal) appreciate your so advising me an mﬁﬁuﬁndium
Mr Ni.hfmw cum‘t.n on which any prosecution in this bi'r wsuld

ore ehu §3 inforued conceruing this, any @ddi e
Mr Ros mi‘ }tion which is necessary may be carried oni 'Mh..gro‘g ﬁcmv

Mr

" EIZZMMAZ P.M.

¥r Coff -
Mr Hond::!’l FEDERAL BUREAL O oF mvzsnaumn "7 truh your.f’
Mr. Kramer_ Y. 5 0 prEE '
Mr. lchuir- ) ; ] i ’J -

: Mr. Harbo 2 - A John Edgar Hoover
Mr. Quine Tamm \“\“ R L MArector
Mr. Nuu @’ .
Miss Gaundy




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT  DETROIT, MICHIGAN FILE NO. 100=3598
e L& J’?‘/_.:L
11=1Rs

™K . . _ _ CHARACTER OF CABE

o V ) V . - .
GERALD ITMAR KENSETH SMITH, ' | INTERNAL SECURITY

akaﬁernld Le K.-’Smith SEDITION
SYNOQPSIS OF FACTS: of the
ally, Newton, Kansas,

informed that his records reflect that
GERAID B. WINPOD, of Wichita, Kansas, in
March, 1942, placed the order for the
first printing of the booklet entitled lg?‘/:
"Hoop of Steel" and left instructions that . ,Lp
the booklets be delivered directly to b
GERAID L. K. SMITE at Detroit, Michigan.
GERAID Be WINROD, in statement to
indicated o
utmost collaboration existed between sub-
joect and GERAID B. WINRODe WINROD also
claimed to have assisted subject in set-up
of subjectts magazine "The Cross and Flag®.

REPORT MADE AT ) OATE WHEN MADE
KANSAS OTTY. MTIQQNTIET | 12a25al?
il Rl R o AV ol L - =

RUC L bre

REFERENCE ¢ Report of Special Agent — dated August 11,
1842 at Kensas city, Missouri and letter from the Detroit
Field pivision dated August 18, 1942, _

DETATLS: AT WICHITA, KANSAS LT pler

»1D

- m, who
heg previously furnis ormation concerning the acti es o B.

WINROD, was comtaoted to determine whether she had any information whish would
indicate that there was collaboration between subject and GERAID B, WINRGD.
she informed thajj shy knew that GERALD"WINRO‘D/had made severcl trips to -Detroit,

a /A - ,o..,r.,.,,.,mm'm;‘

,cgtﬁa: VErEaWi N
B gy TGN CONTANED

COPIES nnsraf;\tw TN ; i

‘ n Q&L
‘ AILILY v UT-Ul-iwvu ™
R 4 1 n

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

COPRIES OF THIS RIFORT
(8)« BUREAU \»’; )
3 = DETROIT ‘3\; ﬁ‘
2 -~ KANSAS CITY - &\* v




Michig,an in the past soﬁarcl months of os

| tensibly for the purposs of :'-
. oarrying on evangelistic meetings, howeve was unable te 7
iy furnish any information spacifically perta ng v0 Le Ko SMITHe i--0 -

In view of the fact that :|.t is lcnclm that o

of the Hersld Publishing Company, 805 East Second Street,
W for several months prior to June 15, 1942 printed ®The .
-Defender® and other literature distributed by GERAID B. WINROD of the '
Defender Publishing Company, Wichita, Kansas, was contacted in

an effort to develop information showing the relatlonship between subject,
GERAL‘D L.Ke SMITH and Reverend GERALD B. WINRCD e '

_ _ ini‘ormed ‘thet on March 26, 1942 the Revererd
GERAID B, WIXROD placed an order for the first prinmting in the amount of
2,000 copies of & bocklet entitled "Hoop of Steei®, the suthor of which was
GERAID L. K. SMITH. stated that his records further disclosed that
oo April 15, 1942 a second printing was ordered of 1,000 copies of the same
booklet, but that this last order came directly from GERAID L. XK. SMITH at
Detroit, Michigen,

* stated that when GERAID B. WINROD first gave

the order for the printing of the "Hoop of Steel" he instructodm to
send the invoices and the finished booklets directly to GERAID L. :
in the Industriel Benk Building, Detroit, Michigen: [N steted that
he complied with the order furnished him by WINROD OM 1942, and

with the second order of April 15, 1942 received directly from GERAID L, K.
SKITH, and that the booklets printed on both occesions had been forwarded to
GERALD L. XK. SMITH as directed, m further informed that neither

WINROD nor GERALD L. K. SMITH ha payment i‘ar the booklets which had
'been printed and doliverad. : : — : .

©
'-‘.

With rogard to the relationahip existing botween GERAID
L. K. SMITH and GERAID B, WINROD, informed that on Meroch 26, 1942
. when he inquired of GERAID B. 'ﬂIMe financial stability of GERAID
e ~Le Ko SMITH, that WIXROD vouched for a reliebility of SMITH and further 4ipn-
o - forme that he (Winrod) had assisted GERAID L. K. SMITH in setting
7 up his onj that he had gone into detail with SMITH, explaining the
ad:ministration details, partioularly with the manner in successfully mking
oollections - -

stated that in addition to assisting GERAID
L. Ko SMITH in the mechanicAl end organizationel set=up of "The Croes amd

b/



Flag", e magazine published by GERAID L. K. SWITH, WINRGD ._1'1_.'0 uiaert-d;,_,:. .
that he had further collaborated with SMITH. B S o MRk

o ' —mwstated thet in his opinion there ensted |
between GERAID L. K. SMITH and G B. WINROD & state of utmost oollaborntion

which included editoriel essistance to SMITH by WINRGDe

furthar stated that he recslls
"
several instances, articles supposing to have been written by GERAID L. K.

SMITH, were pu'blished in Tho Defender, WINRCOD!'s maga_z:lne.

— stated that impediately following the indiotmenmt
of GERAID B. WIKROD by the Grand Jjury at Weshington, De Cs, he stopped worked
on an order consisting of several thousand subscription blenks that GERAID B.
WIXROD had ordered. This order had been pleced with the Herald Publishing
Company on July 3, 1942 by WINROD end efter WINROD had been informed that work
was being stopped on his order he threatened sult agains unless the
order was completed. m stated that thereafter, wvice from his
attorney, he oomplet er sometime in August of 1942 but since that
time he has had no further connection with GERALID B. WIN.'ROD nor has he published
axy of WINROD's booklats, pamphlets or literaturo. R .

: * expressed his willingness to ben of assistame
in any manner possible in connection with this mattor. . _

= REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN =
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T el Ir. Wendell Borgi

3 K "9 umunt At.t.omy osnord W -
B ey B SR [N NE— -
N _ B . SRRV A SO ,\-,»’._ :
- From: J. Edga.r Hoover - Diractor, Federal B“" eau of Invaatigation o
Subject: GZEALD L, K. SMITH CRIT IMCODMATION AOMTAIY

THE COMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION HLL mrUWVIHIIUN uumﬂmEﬁ
INTERNAYL, SECURITY ﬂ]
I

Thia is to advin you that under date of Januuy 6, :
1943, copies of the following reports submitted in this cm e
were transmitted to the Division of Recordas

Report of Special Agent Hdated L
- December 3, 1942, at Mllwaukee, Wisconsin, entitled
#Gerald Lyman Kenneth Smith, aks Cerald L, K, Smith,
S alias Gerald L., X, Schmidts 'lhe Committee of (h A
lﬂlliong Intomal Security} Scditlon. s BT

Ty

7" December 23, 19&2, at Kanm s Missourl, en-

titled ®Cerald ILymsn Kenneth Smith, aka Gerald I

WA Tk 2

e e K.anith;mcomitMofmumuon; Int.erml
S Sacurit,n Mtion. el s

- ' S
-Mf. cl." .____m h. Jan. Rw., Jr.-l'r'.' _" SR ..‘?

3 Mr. Glavin _  Assistant to the Attornq erul

" Mr. Ledd___ " L Car .

Mr. Nieboly———r——Atisntioni—lr. C, B, mutf.s
Mr. Ro:ol__QQMMUNiCATIONS SEGTIGH §. i -y

Mr. Trncy__.______M AlLED 8
Mr, C""n‘i"‘—“’
Mr. Coffeyi oo ]
Mr. Hendon WoOH 9 WERREREL]
. Mr. Kumor____‘_,_“ BUREAY OF INVESTIRATIC: '

Mr. MsGulrg a RTENT OF JUSTHCE Eh‘ NJ ¢S L H N‘l‘

-
b

aaur. t a0k aau 0

X an D
N 91953 oo,

v S

Mr. Quian Tumm 1\

Mine 5:23??;_5?@8 1 1943@/
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Form No. 1
THi5 CASE ORIGINATED AT DETROIT mLE NO. 1008486
] . / WHICH MADE .- _ - :
WASHINGTON, D. C. 1A8/43 igﬁg 312/16, . !nde‘
GERALD Lﬂw NETH SMITH, also kn INTERNAL SJ!:CUBIT! _
; SEDITION :

Ger%d L. K. th, alias Gerald L. K. Schmid
! QF ONE LITLICN

3

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject said to be strongly anti-Semitic and to

\ have been one of the organizers of the Silver Shirt
movement, but to be interested primsrily in further-
) ing his own interests and is accused of endeavoring
. to control organizations for that purpose, Is said
E 17 to be unscrupulous regarding finances of organiza~ -

‘3 : tions with which he is associated,

- P = -
(/

T S efﬁganm AL ?wmm ANED
s o 5 LS

DETATLS: AT VASHINGTON, D. C. BME ‘ r o
_ o 7 —

é! t 1714 gﬂ{fys is a Joint. report of the writer and Spec:.al Agent-
b

mor the law fim of DAVIES, RICHBERG, BEESE, 7D
BUSICK & RICHE N, 8l5 teenth Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C.,
advised that at one time his firm had revresented Senator HUEY LONG in
actions against newspapers, but thot tney had never represented any
washington newspaper in an action brought by GERALD L. K. SLITH or any of
1 HUEY LONG's associates. ~He stated that they had no knowledge of any suit : -
b r ", or action brought’ by GERALD L. K. SiITH in wlu.ch tneir firm had been , ‘T N I

M..A-J.-.: :'l” . R

. o . 4__._‘,,,_&—....‘_‘_‘-_-/‘/ - ] . ,'-.-"i_ - o - ;
s

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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. £irst met GERALD L, K. SMITH about a year pefore senstor LONG died.‘ He said .,

" that those closest to Senator LONG had not liked SLITH because they felt that,
SKITH's motives were not entirely purd;. and that he was interested in using '
Senator LORG to build up a political orga.nization of his own, or was
interested in putting himself in a position of importance in Senator LONGia
#3nhare-lhe~iieai tha .organization so that he could take the "Share-The=jjealth®
¢lubs over and promote them for his omn welfare. He stated that as a matter

of fact after Senator LOi:'s death SMITH had attempted to take over the "Share-

‘the~ide it and ¢ontinue the organization on a profit making basis, but
that! had refused to turn over the files containing the
addre e "Share-lhe~/ealth* clubs to SIITH, and although V1%

there had been newspaper publlcity sponsored by SYITH to the effect that he
had been appointed leader of the "Share-ihe-Wealth" organization, he was nevér

T atla da Basim a Aambmwnl Ararw fhn mesonicabisan amd oredoaal Vo 2ok asmand $m b
B W Rl W MULIIJ.I.VJ. WY S 4L UL&‘? UI.BGLLJ-L\GU.L\JH ml\-l 51““—].” ddivS i Vo AI1l WG

organization diminished to the point where it was not in existence at all,

He stated that SIITH was a rabble rousing type of speaker who was said to
have been a preacher at one time, cnd that Senator LONG had used SMITH as an
organizar in connection with the formation of "Share-the-Wealth® Clubs,

but that 3'ITH was not content to take any subordinate position in the program
and wanted to be tie leader; and that during the last few months when SMITH
was associated with Senator LONG, there were several controversies with SMITH
regarding the plans for the orgam.zation becausa SMITH want.ed to set the t,h.mg

up on a nrgf)_l_' gparinn haaie.- : L ] . -
¢ : e '..Ja oo i

"o m said that he did not know a great. deal a.bout SLE[TH'a bqy
background, he understood that SMITH had been one of the organizera P
of the Silver Shirt moveme been associated with WILLIAY PELLEY in b7
this effort. According tom ¥ost of RTITH's efforts in connection
with the Silver Shirt movemen een around Birmingham, Alabama, He stated
he did not believe that SLITH had any loyalty for any political ideals or '
that he had any patriotic convictions along political and social lines, but
that he was extremely Iinterested in what happened to GERAILD L. K. SMITH. and
that he attempted to use Senator LONG's "Share—.the—.:ea.lthf orga.mza.tion as
.. - m political stepping stone, and thatin his opinion he was trying to do the

¢ "7 _same thing in connection with his uCommittee of Une Mi{llion.® FHe stated that
# .. " on-one occasion he had attempted to associate himselfwith rather COUGHLIN, but
that this association had not matured. He stated that he recalled there had -
been some talk to the effect that SMITH had been ousted from the Silver Shirt '
movement under a cloud connected with a controversy over money, and added .
that SMITH was rather unscrupulous in handling the money of organizations to
wiich he belonged. He stated that those who would know more aboyi- SSITH!s

activities while associated with Senator LONG would be —

$7¢

_2-



. o Lr EmT B b
T _who rea.dy been int.emeted by the New Urleanu Uffice, a.nd- b 5
of New Qrleans or baton Rouge, Louisiana, He stated that any one e
ew Orleans could put agents in touch with He also’: '
stated that one Captain GEORGE MAINS of Was s be, 1ocated

through Senator THOLAS! offlce, might be able to give soze further informa- '
tion on SMITH. ' - . : S0

. 3

' ' ﬂ féllowing invest.igét.ion ias' éondncted by Speci.a'.l.igent MV |

e m stated that he had been acquainted D7
with the late Senator n . about twenty years, and that he had
become one of LONG's closest advisers, and that many times LONG!'s followers
would come to him and ask him to warn LONG of some uangeroua situation which

~ they were afraid to discuss with LONG because of his violent temper. The
informant stated that in his opinion LONG was one of the most brilliant
statesmen that the United States had had in the past twenty-five years. LONG -
was building up a tremendous pelitical organization through his "Share-the-
Wealth" clubs, and tnat unquestionably LONG, in his opinion, would have been
the rresident ot the united States had he lived. Informant pointed out that
had LONG been elected President he would have changed the course of American
history and the United States would not now be engaged in a war. Throughout
his remarks informant demonstrated a rather strong isolationist view point,

wiii il bl abis SEITS IITLS SEVLSVIVLLLSY o s W

Informant advised that he had heard of GERALD LYIAN KENNETH SMITH i‘or several
years through his association with the lLate Senator LONG, but that he had
never met him until the latter part ot 1939, when he was invited to accompany’
SLITH and another to dinner at a restaurant on Connecticut Avenue in -'iasnington,
D. C. Informant stated that SUOTH had learned of informant's long association
with Senator LONG and desired to talk with nim concerrung political matters
and to seek nis advice relative to the political campaign he was then conduct- -
ing in michigan for senator., Informant stated that he was not tavorably :
impressed with SLITH, but treated nim cordially because he wished to develop
S him as a source of information and particularly because he had heard that
w» -, SMITH had some excellent contacts with otficials of the Ford Motor Company :I.n
" - Detroit,. intormant stated that SMITH is strongly anti--Semitic, and that it
is possible that he way pe sincere in tnis regard, that is, he may feel that ‘-
he is performing a patriotic service in his anti-quwfic campaign, However,

4 LU L. L R E A BT W T e

he believed SKITH to be unscrupulous, particularly in the matter or his.
finances, and that he is moat tikely to use his anti-Semitic campaign as a
means to collect contributions tor inis organization known as ¥'the Committee
of Une L.illion. Iniomant stated that he had heard the late senator LONG

t = o T a

54!7-':!-.!1 0]. a14).n lﬂQLcaDng EH&D ne nau DlCKE(l U.p D;\J..Ll'l SDJ.EJ.Y Decause ne WaSsS A
good stump speaker, and LONG had used him to organize the :Share-The-,jealthn
clubs, LONG did not regard SIITH highly, except as a speaker, and that LONG
T had indicated that SLITH was not a leader and was valuable only so long as he
had some one to tell him what to do., After LONG's assassination, SITH
endeavored to take over the #Share-The-ljealth® clubs, but lacking the qualities
} of a leader, he falled and the clubs have now disintegrated.

-3
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~ . -7+ v Informant stated that lie had never heard of QI TH's filing --°

any kind of a suit against the Vashington Times-Herald op the Hearst .. .. ', :

Publications, and that he had never heard of an attorney by the name ofﬂ! .‘b?c./
and that he had no knowledge of any investigation conducted

tives or employees of thé Hearst newspapers into the background

L o e [N - I R SR

i of S ITH.

R Informant stated that he had never heard of SMITH's being B
connected with the German-American Bund, the Silver Shirts of America, or -
WILLIAX W, PELLEY, or any other alleged Fascist leader in this country. He
stated that he was of the opinion that SMITH was too clever to becoms
affiliated with anything German or Fascist, and that S¥ITH was the type of -
person who could not be subservient to any one for any length of time,
However, informant advised that in his opinion SKITH was unscrupulous and
would probably stoop to almost anything that would better his financial

position if he could do so without involving himself criminally, B
¢ , e
i . o R b
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THE NEW ORLEANS FIELD DIVISION

AT NE7 ORLEANS, LOUISIAKNA

Will locate through inquiries '
of prominent pecple tical life in New ‘b’] '

Orleans or Baton Rouge and ascertain from
“what he knows concerning the
connecilons and background of subject,

THE WASHINGTON FTELD DIVISION

AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

3

Will endeavor to locate Captain GEORGE MAINS through .
the office of Senator THOLAS of Cklahoma, and -
ascertain from Captein LMAINS what he knows concern—

ing the activities, background and associations of
subject,

L e
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. 2/17]43
LT 62-43818-186
| NEMORANDUN JOR THE ASSISEANY 90 ®HE APTCRNAY GRWERAL =
MR, JAKES ROWE, JX,
Attentien: Nr. C. B. Rhatts
R GERALD LDUN IXMVETR SMITH, with allases
INTERYAL SPCURITY - SEDITION
Yor your information, ¥ wish to advise that a
capy of a further repart received im comnection with the :
investization of this ease snd sudbmitted Dy Special Agead 570
” éaved Tonuary 18, 1943, ab Vashington,
. We, WAS ted to the Divislon of Reocords under
date of Tebruary 17, 1943,
Yery truly yours,
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¥Federal Bureau of Inuestination
Hnited States Bepartment of Fustice

FPWashington, D. &.
Detroit, Michigan

| Jemary 18, 1963 N1 INFOPMATION CONTAINGD
D‘J.rector | HEFEIH 'S i}:;::.‘ ii |ED .
Federal Bureau of Investigation DA“' 2[30 2% BE EBrT nlr

YWashington, D. C.
ey Ret GIRALD L. s Ath alisses

Geart ITTES OF-OLhE IILLION
INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTCDIAL DET:NTION

(Bureau file 62-43818)

Dear Sir:

. ,,'...,\

Reference is made to your letters dated December 10, 1942 and De-
cember 15, 1942 setting forth memoranda received from the Criminal Division
DJ. L.Ile ueparumex‘m of UuSD:LCE requesnmg certain &O.Cl.ltolOﬂa_L mvesulgaulon :m
the above captioned matter. lost of the leads suggested therein ares being
set out in a forth-coming report. However, some of the suggsstions contained
therein require only passing comment.

7ith regard to the investigstion by Internal Revenue agents into

the alleged fraudulepnt Federal Income Tax returns of SIITH, it has been as- '
certained fro whose identity is known to you, b 7°
that the investig gress. It is believed that the Internal

Ta [o b =] okdgntAarna arna daladme $2rda +ha e nA mAl+itman AF +ha
LLU ' GJLU.U “l ' GD UJ—EG Ui o QLT UWUOLY “‘5 whed & WS UIIG “‘\Iulu.w U-J.I-u GAPW;‘MU‘“ wad Wi Wil

"Cormittee of Cne killjion" and "The Federation of Americanization of ¥ichigan
Incorporzted." It is not expected that the results of that investigation
wvill be available to the Detroit Field Office., It is respectfully suggested
that the Department of Justice might contact the Treasury Department at some
time in the future to ascertain the results of that investigation. '

GERALD L. K. S2'ITH's birth record and true name were ascertained [\' _‘$?
‘ dated De- Y “

by Specyg Rﬁﬁﬂt
942 at Detroit, J-ichlgan.

_ o Jgg}'_,«
Ny 7 3¢ )x- /8L
INDEYLB M.__. Lo

“iith regard to Bureau etter d ed Dec 5, 19424 it has Ibeen / '
ed from whose t.:.ty is knovn to , O L’) P>
Wj that as been in very close contiét m.ﬂﬁ(}m -
/ . 5 a - - 5B i' ~ W !
: OPIES DESTROYED— , i

83 0CT 13 1964“ -




| A IR DU

!

o1

o “_l,'.

1
5

e
‘g-'-” ﬁ! 3
e

Lty

\$
¢!

-»

letter to the Director * Re GERALD L. K. S.CTH, was
January 18, 1943 COILITTEE CF CNE :JLLION
. TNTERRAL SECURY -G
CUSTODIAL DETENTICN
(Bureau file 62-43818)

K. 32ITH and there is not any reason to believe that their association has
been disrupted in any way. It has not been deemed advisecble up to the pre-
sent time to interview LUCKSR for information concerning St ITH's contacts
and activities,

As previously reported is presently commissioned
as a Lt. Conmander of the United States Navy and 1is believed to be at sea.
Furthermore, it has appeared from the interview with that
was merely a socialite whose name was used innocently because lichi-
w reouired three incorporators and SUITH did not want his ovn name
used. R $:rlained it vas opinion the knew absolutely noth-
ing bout oAl ol ITH*s activities.

Very truly yours,

S. BUZAS, SAC

bre
i
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain _this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.
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Document{s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
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Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency{ies};
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B P ’ B A { My, Tolpre~l ... ..
' a Mr. E. A. Twmam. ___.

Federal Burean of Investipation o OISR e

Hnited States Bepartment of Iustice Mr. Ladd ... ...

Mr. Nichrels .. .
ma!lﬁngtllﬂ, ac ao Mr. Bosen . ...._.. J

DetrOit - l’ichigan Me. Tracr ...
Janvary 22, 1943 e, Coeom

Director B e i
Federal Bureau of Investigation Y
Washington, D. C.

U ' svy MrNDMIATIY

Re: GERALD L. K. SMITH; ALL (Nt U" R R | RH )
INTERNAL SECURITY - G; » N QT
CUSTODIAL DETENTION, SEDITIONERT! RS sl

Dear Sir: _ B AIE——LML"BYW
Please be ad that the following additional informa-

tion has been received fron | _whose identity is } g

known to you:

, SMITH has besen concerned recently over the fact that his
son, GERAID-SMITH, JR., has left home. Young SMITH has been working at
various stores and war plants for short periods of time and living in
cheap hotels. His Local Draft Board ordered him to report for a physical
examination, and when GERALD SMITH, SR., heard of this, he thought it might
be beneficial for his son to bes inducted into the Army. He made an inquiry
at the Local Draft Board and ascertained that his son might be inducted
into the Army some time after February 1, 1943.

1)
LR

Informant stated definitely that GERAID L. XK. SMITH was
responsible for the picketing of the Detroit Athletic Club on January 13,
1943, when CLARENCE K+ STREIT, author of "Union Now,* and advocate of
Internationalism, addressed the members of the Detroit Athletic Club. In~
formant stated that Mr. SMITH himself inquired about the contemplated ;
address and was advised that the President of the Speakers' Commititee of \
the Detroit Athletic Club was Mr. HUGHES. Mrs. SMITH informed the City 3
Editor of the Detroit News immediately before the picketing started that

i
STREIT'S lecturs at the Detroit Athletic Club was about to be plicketed,

She stated that she had been informed that the picketars would be the same
group of people that had. picketed Lord HALIFAX on his visit to Detroit last -

Oar. ;
v R2OORDED TNDEXED 015'0( a- £33 ’/_K
SMITH'S followers at the time of the picketfng distribubed
numerous circulars criticising CLARENCE STREIT!S plafn as set forth
in "Union Now.® These pamphlets were written by and dintributod
through ‘the Women's Committee Against Commnism of ﬁ}i York 'Gity,

g I a— Y ek b oad bladk Bfe Fanr, =]
Hew Yor Informant stated that Mrs. GERALD L V oo h-‘unvl-
e - - ’
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Letter to the Director: January 22, 1943

led the picket line and that the other ere recruited from the ranks
of the Mothers of America by Mrs. MURRA » Mrs, ENOWLES explained
to Mrs. SNITH that the Mothers of Amerfica were picketing individually and
not as an organiszation.

) GERALD 1. K. SMITH has continued his contacts with Mr.
COFFMAN, who is aiding SMITH in his organizat £ his America First Party.
¥r. QOFFMAN reported that he had contacted a with whom he
talkesd about automobile tires and as a result sent a wire direct b7
to HENRY.PORD. Mr. COFFUAN requested SMITH to see HENRY FORD and advise

him tha s sincers and that the telegram was sent as a result of
conversations with COFFMAN. SMITH promised to contact HENRY FORD.

SNITH has again maintalned his contact with Captain EARL
SOUTHARD of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Chicago, Illinols. Captain
SOUTHARD complimented SMITH for causing a sensatlon by plcketing CLARENCE
STREIT at the Detroit Athletic Club. Captaln SOUTHARD stated that he
assisted in the writing of the pamphlet which was put out by the Womens!
Comnittee Against Comminism of New York City, New York. Captain SOUTHARD
confided in SUITH that he wrote a lestter denouncing any attempt at World
Government and that the letter was written on the stationery of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars, Captain SOUTHARD told SMITH that he was going to be
court-martialed again by the Veterans of Foreign Wars for having written
such a criticisa on the official stationery of the organization.

Informant further advised that SUITH has registered as a
tradenams %The America First Party" with the Clerk of Wayne County Court
in Detroit, Michigan. He has established as his headquarters for the
America Firat Party his own offices at 2006 Industrial Bank Building,
Detroit, Michigan.

Informant reported that the investigation by Internal
Revenue Agents of SMITH'S allegedly fraudulent income tax returns for the
years 1936 to 1941 inclusive 1s still in progress and continues to be a
source of annoyance to SMITH and his manager, BERNARD-DOMAN.
A}

Informant stated that SMITH is maintaining contact with
and has also been attempting to get in touch with

e

H

I,
SR T,

Informant advised that SMITH started on his tour, which
Informant had previously advised of, on Jamuary 15, 1943. After making
speeches in Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Milwaukes, SMITH expected to
return to Detroit and hold an open meeting on January 24, 1943, at the
Maccabess Building at 2:30 in the afternoon. This meeting would be a
public meeting in the name of the America First Party.
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Letter to the Director: Jamary 22, 1943

-y

Informant advised that SMITH'S meeting in Chicago, Illi=-
nois, was successful since over 1,000 people attended. Subscriptions to
SMITH'S magazine to the extent of more than $100 were received at the
Chicago meeting by SMITH.

During SMITH'S absence from the City, BERNARD DOMAN,
SMITH'S manager, succeeded in obtalning a *B* Gasoline Ration Book for
SMITH. .

T 4o annddmslngs ba malmibaln Aanntant wibdh Davanand B
OMLAII 48 WALV AIMLIAK W O NALIIVALN WVWIHVERYY WAV [LTUTOL GERA e

ROLLINGB of Detroit, Michigan, and on Jamuary 8, 1943, ROLLINGS advised
'S manager, DOMAN, that he had an ant message from Wichita,
Kansas, undoubtedly referring to GERALD \IINROD of Wichita, Kansas.

Very truly yours,

I

' {HEE e L _I'M
w b7« s. fuaas z )
-1126 Special Agent in Charge




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER b ’ | ' S
s DIRECTOR

Fedreral Bureau of Investination
Hnited Htates Bepartment of Fustice

Bashington, B, ¢.
Detroit, lvichigan -
January 18, 1943

o Director
L Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C.
' Re ”ERALD L. K.GLPTTH, with aliases
412 OMMITTEE OF ONE MILLION
INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTODIAL DETENTION
(Bureau file 62-43318)

Dear §ir:

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated December 10, 1942
to the Special Agent in Charge at Indianapolis, Indiana, of which a
copy was sent to the Detroit Office with a reguest that the Detroit
Oi‘fice should check records avallable in petroit, Michican to ascer-

Py

ATL INFpmagem '
5 U igg,,ﬁommm

S.t; ‘'said she had no dditional

Very truly yours,

|
Do Wﬂ#b ﬂEs’fROYx-gu
saocr 131964




Federal Bureau of Inuestinati ‘
Hnited States Department of Justice

900 Standard Building
Cleveland, Ohio
AWP : oy Jamuary 19 1943

REs ~ERALD LYMAN mm}m, Was;
COMMITTEE OF 1,000,000;
Internal Security - G;
Custodial Detention;

Sedition

Dear Sir: 197‘/

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent
dated May 23, 1942 at Detroit, Michigan wherein ra.s set forth a lead for the
Claveland Field Division to Investigate the char and background of Mrs.
DAVIB-S-I'-&NIEY and the organization known as ® ted Mothers of America®,
Mrs., DAVID STANLEY was one of the founders of "The United Mothers
of Amnerica®™ and has been its only president, which position she has contimied
to hold up to the present time,

This organization has been the subject of an independent investiga-
tion conducted by the Cleveland Office and reported under the caption "United
Mothers of America; SEDITICON®™, Background information on both the organiza-
tion and Mrs, DAVID STANLEY, as its president, appeared .’m the report of

[ P e T Yy Aabnd TeaTe N7 MTHAN ad ATae o R JQ?&/’
wievial Aol USLOU JulyY L3y LV49C 4D U.LUVBLB!H’ ‘JH..LU. l LOVLOW
cf this indi:'m Detroit Office received copies thereof and is

therefore in possession of the information requested in their lead set forth
in the above-captioned matter.

This matter is therefore being considered by this office as referred
upon completion to the office of origin,

ALL INFORMATICN CONTAINED Very truly yours,

WEREW S GEUSSFED 2V &W P
nATE.ummﬁB CR e o e S

CC; 2-Detroit REGURDED 7~

{

CTORY : & i A - . ?

1008 ROYED INDEXED s TN B , 7 // -._FZ_‘I‘ I
Eur:n ‘JUPLES DEST .. L - i ' .’
R ab“ el G DR G

, -Af . . -
e 1] "t@ .
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!}  JOHN'EDGAR HOOVER (:: ‘ ; - -
'  DIREGTOR
Ed -, . : M- Tolson...........
Fpdieral Bureanr of Inucstination Fr B A Temen....
TSRS XTI ASS AIPVEASLLIEE LR Mr. ('hgg __________
Huited States Department of Fustice p
P, tladd ... ..
MWashington, 8. €. M. Micholaooveees
Detroit, lichigan ¥r Boaen ...
Jaruary 26, 1943 i
L

Mr.Cofey. .. __.

o, Facdon .. oo

s ALL INFCRMATION CONTAINED o Bt e
/ Director : HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \5\ - deluke oo
3

Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE HH3l92  BYseepsalpm Mr. fxine Tamun....
}.'aShington, D. Cc 204I43 Mr.' Ntm""d-:;f-“‘
N N v v et
ReuJ:.;-LALD L. K. S3:ITH, with aliases e “:g‘:. s
CLIlOTTCE OF QNE LILLICH ) ) i
INTER AL SECLRITY - G
CUSTCDIAL DET HTICHL
(Bureau file 62-43818)

1

Dear S3Sir:

-~

Please be advised that t:e following additional information has
~— s 1 a
is known to .’bﬁ J#)

been received from_whose identity
you:

»ITH is continuing to engsge principally in the organization of
a new nation~wide political party which he has decided to call the America
First Party. This political party is designed to be active in the 1944 Presi-
dential election. SKITH has frequently stated that the purpose of the
party is to assure that the people of the United States will have a resl

choice for the President in 1944 and not a situation such as existed in 1940

o e ¥ 1 head + QT 3 b ’ Ty §
vwhen they had to choose between ROOSZVILT cnd VIILIKIE. SVITH has expressed ;

his resret that the America First Committee was disbanded shortly after
Decerber 7, 1941. He has decided to reorganize the America First Committee
all over the United States as a working nucleus of the America First Party.
His purpose is to assure the people of the United States that they will have
a true isolationist as a candidate for President in 1944 and not merely
two internationalists to choose from., SMITH has said that it will not be
necessary for a memb:r of the new party to withdraw from either the Re-
- ublicen or Democratic party. RECOLDL ) —
P party FX_"AG NI lﬂ'/ a_ o) VA%Ry)
YT A% s iy I a1 G dosters—iki thlwb ke = A4 L
SI'ITH indiczted slogans that were to appe€ar andposters—whil {
displayed at their meetings at Eagles Hall, Detroit, lichigan wheh SIITH ! :
held a meeting on Jenuary 10, 1943. The slogans that werd iﬂgicated 'bm 1
S!'ITH were "Billions for defense; not a penny for internat{io 41 pr]:%%g a;g, 3
"Butter for Americans first;" Order of loyalties - armed forces first, civirians
) second, Allies third, rest of world last;" "Bring the bo h-home when the §
§

% is wony" Mlo fourth tern;™ "ie must have a peace in 1940 " -"America L
BUY first means feed, clothe and defend Americans firsta! "The four freedpms for .

1 America {irst;" "Drive the internsticnslists out of }'.’ashipgtog;{',
. 3 N .
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. 8spcr -
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Letter to the Director Re: GERALD L. K. S!TTH, was

January 26, 1943 CQLIITTES OF ONE I-ILLION
INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTODIAL DETENTION
(Bureau file 62-43¢18)

Mle fight all attempts at world Government;" "GEQAGE VASHIIIGTON and not HENRY
VALLACE will decide the destiny of Americaj" "America first in war and

peace."

S ITH, at his meeting on January 10, 1943, announced the formation
of the America First Party and gave a press release to that effect, He
also announced that he would tour the nation making speeches at Chicago,

St. Paul, linneapolis, Cleveland, Fort l/ayne and Erie, S!ITH said that he
vould appoint a Committee of One Thousand as an executive committee for the
America First Party. He explained to Mr. KNC.LES that his purpose in form-

ing a National Qommittee of One Thousand wes 1'.n require his opponents to

aTdi

"scatter their shots" instead of sinzling out a few people to harrass,

S'"ITH explained to iT. zm@@o:.ms, former merber of theQamerica
First Party, it had become necessary because of the activities of HENRY
WALYACE and LEIDEL VILIKIE and their attempts to put the United States
into a vorld Government. 5. JITH explained that if the Democrats should
norminate BURTON K+#"HZEL"R for President or if the Republicans should nominate
TAFT or LINDBERGH, it would be unnecessary for the America First Party to
noninzte its owvm candidate. S7ITH said that the Third Party is being set
up as an aggresive force in case the Democrats and Republicans merge as
they did in 1940 when the people had to choose between ROOSZVELT and WILIKIZ.
S'ITH said that if the people didn't set up a new pasrty they wouldn't have
a way to express their choice in 1944. He stated that if the Democrats
nominate a good man and rescue their party from the New Deal Communists and
bureaucratic Fascists and if the Republicans nominate a good man devoted
to industrial destiny for America then this new party could dissolve.

SIITH said that the units of the party could take upon themselves
to have names such as the George Viashington Unit, the Taft Unit and the
Lindbergh Unit. He suggested that the platform of the America First Party
would be to urge an investigation of Lend-Lease activities, to support
compensations, bonuses and reemplojyment for service men, to fight all
atterpts at bureaucratic Fascism, to support all patriotic labor movements
in the hands of patriotic Americans, to support a high tariff, to support
a ferm bloc in Congress, to set an example of a high living standard for
the viorld instead of lowering the American standard of living in order
to raise the standard of living in the rest of the world.

S.ITH has planned to picket the Detroit Athletic Club at noon on



Letter to the Director He: GERALD L. X. 3LITH, was

January 26, 1943 COLTTITTEE OF ONE :.ILLION
DITERIAL SECLRITY - G
CUSTODIAL DET=NTION
(Bureau file 62-43:518)

January 13, 1943 at which time Mr. CLARENCE K¢”STEEIT, author of "Union
Kow" and noted internationalist, is going to Speak. SMITH sug:ested to
ITs. YARY KIOULES that the Detroit Athletic Club should be nicketed and

if lrs. KI:C.LES would volunteer to picket, he would recruit other volun-
teers. The picket signs are being prepared br the wife of 3LITH's manager,
¥rs, BEENARD"T.)OI‘AN, to read as follows: "STREIT is a propogandist;®

je are mothers of soldiers;"* YSTREIT is a traitor - we support the var,
we fizht internstional propoganda;® Wlet STREIT go straight to L
"hrerica firstj" "Keep America independent;" "STREIT should be in the
Army;" "Detroit is no place for STHEIT."

5. ITH has ordered 600 flags of the United Nztions some of which
he expects to heve displayed by the ones picketing the Detroit Athletie
Club zt the time of STREIT's speech.

SI'ITH has announced that the headnuarters of the America First
Party will be at 2006 Industrial Bank Building, which is also the hezd-
cuarters of S!ITH's Comudittee of One !'illicn. However, S.ITH has denied
that there is any orzanic connection between the Cormmittee of One llillion
and the Arerica First Party. A4s previously reported, S!'ITH's purpcse
in mzaking this denial is that the Committee of One ¥illion is not permitted
under its articles of corporation to collect money for any political pur-
pose. SYITH instructed his manager, BEIAPDOLAN, to sizn a receipt for
certain pictures as tAmerica First Party, BE.WARD DOLAN, Agent.n

Informant advised that HMIARREISON s who has been in pDetroit for
the past several months acting as S}NITH's advisor and attorney, is returning
to Atlanta, Georgia, where he will become a law partner with the retiring
Governor EUGENZ TALYADGE.

»'ITH has continued his atteppts to obtain a deferment for
ﬁ , son of of Cleveland, Ohio, who is mak-
ing trips to the East Ior oL LIH in connection with the organization of the

Arerica First Party. S:TITH succeeded through CHARLAS SOnrIiiSCll, Vice-
President of the Ford }otor Company, to get FENAINFORD to write personally
reouest:ng a deferment to the Cleveland Draft Boerd, but nevertheless

youn wes classified in 1A. SUTIH then suzzested that younz [l
'app v for a Neval commission through of the
wavel Aviation Cendidste Selection Board in the Book Building, Detroit,

Vichizan, SVITH explained to -that-as a close friend of

A?c/
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Letter to the Director He: GE-ALD L, K. SIITH, was

January 26, 1943 - COGIIITEE OF CNZ LILLION
INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSIODIAL DETENTION
{Bursau file 62-43£18)

'ETT of the Ford lotor Company in that BENNETT had placed on
"\
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m and explained young case, He said thaq
W2S end of all of us in Chio an thﬁt? vas the one
rafused to bow when a2 group of Comminists threatened to selze Youngstown
while DAVEY was govzrnor." SiITH was careful to explain that he did not

expect any favors b wanted young to receive approprizte con-
sideration, said that young should come to his office

and just mention St ITH's name,

S'ITH has embharked on an a2ctive camnairn to drive

s State Senator
emba Ve campalgn darive state Senator

smmﬁ\c K out of his sest in the lichigan State Senate. LG AK was
indicted on December 12, 1942 by a Federal Grand Jury at Detroit, liichigan
for havingz perjured himself vhen he obtained his noturalization in 1938 by
swearing that he was not affiliated with the Commnist Farty or a dlsbellever
in organized Government, SiI'ITH has advised several 3tcte Senestors in lichi~
#an that he had informztion of his owvn that would prove that LULAK is a
Communist and therefore uniit to represent the people of l’ichizan. 3! IITH

has reportedly contzcted the Ford lliotor Company and the office of HATRY BzN-
NSIMto obtain infornztion to the effect that /04K is a Communist.

(J)

o advised 5.
ad recelved HAZY BIT:ETT's permlsuon to turn over to SIITH any informa-
tion whiceh he himself had conceining NCAK or any information in the files
of the Ford llotor Company. SlI'ITH has also advised informant and many other
of his friends that he hes indisputable proof that NOU:K's wife, MARGARET
07K, hes been head of the Education Committee for the Communist Party of
l’ichigan for several years, S.ITH 1s attempting to be heard by the Lichigan
State Sencte so that he can prove that NOWAK is a Communist. S!ZITH has

also attained informestion about NCUAK from another employee
of the Ford }otor Comvany, Service Department.

P e

+ 1, ran +
L "} \a W

acu.urltles. s I"‘H has contacted! an ei‘i‘ort. to zet informa-

tion sbout Compunist activities o

A————... < < <
*informed SYITH that STAILIY NOUAK's nafe had appeared
on releasses o e Proletarian Party. S!U7TH advised ANTONIOHe LOREIZO,

correspondent for the United Press, that Judge O'BRIZN was instrumental

p”
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Letter to the Director Re: GZRALD L. K. SIUITH, was
Jamary 26 1943 CQIITTEE OF ONE ! ILLION
DITEAQIAL SECURITY - G

CUSTODIAL DETENTION
(Bureau file 62-43818)

in getting NOAK sezted in the Yichigan State Senate even after his indict-
ment. SITTH explained that O'BSRIEN was the Attorney General who quashed
the indictrent about 1919 when EARLZROVDER and other Comrmnists were
raided at Bridgeman, llichigan.

Informant has advised that Internal Revenue 2gents are continuing
their investigation of SI'ITH's alleged evasion of the Federal Income Tax
Laws. This investigatlon has disturbed SI'ITH to a certain extent. Informant
stated thet agents had been inspecting the records at S!ITH's office and
hzve slso interviewed HUB“* MUCKER Before their interview with LUCKER,

D _LJ._‘ bUIlbc’bU!‘JU .L;UUI‘..;"L l-aU dlll H.LI.LL blldb b“!‘.’ .L.Hbci.l.lcl.l. J.t.b'UGJ.IUU d“!:-'“.ub COofi—

templzted interviewing hm end 3:ITH got together with LUCKER because he wanted

"to refresh LUCKI's recollection.® S ITH said that the Revenue agents
asked 5. ITH himself how much he got for going to Louisiana in 1940 and
campeigning for EARL LONG and SiITH told LUCKER he answered that he wished
he had what he spent. SIITH also said that they were zuestioning him about
money he received in New York and he explsined that his records hzd been
stolen by a set of Jews in New York who were using them to incite LUCIER
azeinst S!'ITH. BSI'ITH also sai d that they were interested in finding out
h mo + far the

- na aran
a o oCliiv Lo 2 A I 1] Ce

SITH mformed Secretary to HARRWERINEIT, that an
erpovee of the Ford Loter Company named mwz—xs giving information
to concerning persons who Visite ord Yotor Company.
SI'TTH explained that was working for the Jews in New York and
also for the Du Pont eassured SITTH that was reliable
but 3 ITH said thst vere formerly assoclated and that
was a dou crosser. . said that he learned about this
oftrtion from an informant who was entirely reliable and who has appeared

s
fore the F.B.I. quite a bit.

E:

be

SIITH has contacted— HENRY FORD's personal secretary,
in order to arrange for an exhibition of HENRY FCRD's valuable violin col-

lection to GERALD SI'ITH's niece who is visiting him. Arrangemenis were also
mzde in this same way for violin lessons for his niece.

SI'ITH has been contacting J ‘MeWTLLIA'S of Barrington and Chicago,
T1linois but informant did not know what business was transacted between
them, Informant also stated that SI'ITH had been attempting to contact
CHARLES LINDBEZRGH who had been out of the city. SIUITH was interested in
obtaining and was finally successful in obtain a juotation made by BZNARD
SARUSCH before a Conpressmnal Committee about 1936 in which By,.tLaCh revealed
~Ff

Pmrrmmedl aremun +ha masnnla Am

that there was a scheme Ue.i..ug iorced upohi une pedpie Ol
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Letter to the Director GEAALD L. K. SITTH, was

Jinuary 26 , 1943 CO.2ITTEE OF ONE 1'TLLIOH
THNTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTCDIAL DET=NTION
(BPurezu file 62-43c18)

=]
o
(1)

pelling then to work and fight and that by this scheme people could be de-
prived of food, fuel and other necessities of life if they did not obey
orders. After SI'ITH obtained this quotation, he commented on it to a friend
in the person of informsnt saying that BZNARD#BARUSCH, in 1936, said

that the only way to keep the American people in line would be by rationing
them and punishing those who do not cooperate by vdthdrawing their ration

books.
Very truly yours,
/ JOHN S. BUGAS, E% “
_atiliR \ v
evn D1

2-1126 :
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For your informstion, there are transmitted herewith photostatic
coples of an article captioned,”™3ee Plot to Force Runaway Prices;
America Firsters Drum Up Anti-FIM Irive", which appeared in the
January 14, 1943, issue of the Maily Zorker, :

DoRE As you will note, this article in part pertains to the slleged
,- Pbelitical activities of subject.
/.
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to Force’Kunaway Prices

?,.":‘Amerlca Flrsters Drum \Up Anti- _FDR Drive

By LOUIS CHELL
Behind the current plan to wreck the gov-

** emnment's effort to keep prices down lies a

« pro-fascist political plct to revive the America

First Committee and steer the nation to eco-
nomic chaos and military disaster.
This is seen in the newly-revealed 1
tween the notorious pro-msmst Gergld X. Sm
who is the driving spirit of the -Americg. I
‘revival campaign, and the defeatist activities
‘of Burton K.,Wheeler, who yesterday ]oined
the reactionary "farm bloc” io oppose the

latest OPA order putting a halt to the steady

ink be-
Sxmth

. {rise in comn prices, -

O:‘\Sundc:y, Smith told 3,000 America First-
ers that the "best way for the Democrats to
kill" tte President's anti-inflation program is
“to pul @ man like Burton K. Wheeler in
leadership.”

“And the best way to kill” Willkie's inﬂu-
ence in the Republican Party "is to respect the
editorial policy of such journuls as the Chicago
Tribune.” Quit stalling, said the editor of the
fascist publication “The Cross and the Flag,”
and “follow the course marked out by men
like Taft, Brooks and Lindbergh.”

Smith chose America’s most outspoken de-
deatists in Congress to lead the conspu'acy
against the United Nations.

order to control corn prices by saying that;

“they can’t do it under the law.”
Fes

(Continued on Page 4)

DATE

N.l INFORMATION CONTAINED
HERER i3 UNCLASAIIED

Wheeler and Smith don't want comn p:

controlled beccusa the action 1: ‘said to
Thls isg a

page

Working in close harmony with the Smith .
gang, Wheelér as their appointed spokesman,
yesterday tried to wreck the government's

_WZ__

Deily Worker for

}

!
e

clipping from
of the e

/)Y 4S

Clipped at the Seat
of Goverrment.
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| Prentiss M. Brown,
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(Continued from Page 1)

apgrmp——
forerunner of ceilings on il major
crops, It will encourage meat, dairy
and egg production which has been
suffering due to high corn prices.
He's ngainst every move to keep the
cost of living down in order to
create economic as well as political
chaos. Ralse the price of eggs, bread
and meat and workers will cut down
on produsiion. This will help Hitler.
Smith and Wheeler know that.

The open revolt against the gov-
ernment's Sght to stabillze living
costs was also seen in the "farm
bloc's™ mounting opposition to the
Office of Price Administration,

The bloc is now campaigning for
the relaxation of all exlgting price
ceilings directly affectinf the fooad
budget of every Americgh. Senator
sceduled to
take Leon “enderson’s place, is sald
to be facing an organized farm bloc
ﬂf'u% 'y |.n| all cni"nal Whaealer s
demanding a statement of policy
from Brown “or else,” it Is said, the
Serate may not approve his ap-
pointmsnt. .

LABOR SLOW TO ACT

The farm bloc is out to wreek
the entire ratloning program also.
While not sll farm bloc Senators
may be of a defeatist stamp, thelr
willingness to go along with Wheeler
for the sake of profits-as-usual
makes them the worst enemies of
the natlon's welfsre. Even though
the bloc is just a minority in Con-
gress ‘t ‘har managed to bulldoze
the entire body and set policy be-
cause labor has been slow in sup-
porting the government's economic
program and fighting its enemies.

The farm bloc intends to carry

on the destructive work begun in|
the TTth Congress which helped to
make the President’s seven point
economic program an instrument,
for defeatists magainst the war
effort. l

The appensers and the “Ameriea
First gang are also pointing their!
guns against the Government's’
lend-lensepeogeam. Don't send.
food supplles to the Allies, they'

say, that .will make it _euier fori

qug.._-amn's ranungs lnclude

slozans a=: Butter

BUL«ﬂ pIU-Lﬁuuuv BiUgas
for Americans first; mest for
Americans first; America First
means—feed, clothe, defend Amet-
icans first. He says:

“We shall support & thorough in-
vestigation of lend-lease activities,|
as being insugurated by Senator|
Burton K. Wheeler. . . . ‘

“We shall support the American)
Farm Bloc In Congress now at-
tempting to save the American
farmer from being reduced to regl-
mented pecnage 6n & par with the
peasantry of foreign nations.”

It all fite Into a pattern. Pro-
fascist Wheeler is carrying the ball}
In Congress for all the pro-fascists
still at large.

Government statistics show that
87 per cent of all pork produced
in the United States i3 being used
for army and civilian needs. And
99 per cent of four other voluntary|
rationed meats are still at home.
Only one per cent is going to the
Allies! Only 8 per cent of our egg
production ia shipped to the United}
Nations. !

These figures show the {nadequsacy
of our lend-lease to date, They|
prove that more lend-lease is
needed not less for the United Na-}
tions, especlally thdse couniries
which are doing the bulk of the|
fighting.

Labor cannot dare to miss this
opportunity to fight back st the)
appeasers who are orgsnizng for
a Hitler victory nght. under their
Very noses, -

Each success on the }rt of
Smith and Wheeler me more
Americans and Allled agldieis disd
on the hattlefield}

S r e,
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This case originated at DETROIT, MICHIGAN
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Detroit File No. 62-1126

Report mcde at

Date when mede

| Period for which | Report made by

ewm |

TN)!\‘]{ITTEE OF ONE MILLION '
) ' - SEDITION

l made
DETROIT, MICHIGAN l 1/25/43 1/12/43
Title GERALD LYNAN KEMMETHISNITH; with slicses Gerald Character
L. L. %mith, Cerald L. K:#tchmidt; INTERMAL SECURITY - G

CUSTODIAL DETENTION

SMITH's principal activity is organizing
politic=l pariy for 1GL4 Presidential eleetion
; _ urder nzme ofAmerica First Party. SMITH re—
- coiving assistance of Ford Motor Company
' officig) s;Mother's of America, former meme
bere ofedmerice First Committee and present
members of Cormittee of One Million although
he disclzims zny orgznic connection between
Committze of One Nillion end Ameriea First
Party. Pletform of /merica First Party will
be to sssure thet voters will heve 2 real
choice in 1944 2nd in case Republicsns snd
Democrzts don!t provide 2n iscolationist can-
didste, /merice First Party will., SYUITH elso
eetive in petitioning members of Michigen
State Seneste to unsert Stete Senator STANLEY
P>ILK, recently indicted for perjury in deny-
ing thet he wes 2 Communist when ngturalized.
SUITH still collaborating with
6Y,} associzte of Rev. GERALD B.aﬂlmaon
EMITH 21so plens' to sue 'JALTEL *TINCHELL for
one million dollers libel arising from pub-
liyhed statement thet SMITH hed been indicted,

T A
SHITH Freeautlv bc.ius J.uvcotlg: ted for Elleseu

frrudulent income tax returns 1936 through

1941 by Internel Revenue hgents, SI'ITH arranged

to pickst Detroit Athletic Club January 13,

1943 during luncheon eddress of CLARENCE K.
-~ETREIT, well known internationslist and author
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(Detroit file 62-1126)

of the book "Union Now." SMITH planning -

politicel spceches throughout Midwest, ’
SFITH in contact with ) of Chicago, .b?‘-/
Jllinois, S:'ITH continues to contact CHARLES

A MINDBRRGH,
3 .. . «P=

REFERENCE ¢ Report of Special Agentm b2
dated December 11, 1942, at Detroit, Micnigan,

Bureau letters dated December 10 and December
15, 1942, (Bureau file 62-43818).

TTAILS: . ' At Detroit, Vichipan

— whose identity is known to J??-D
the Bureau, has advised the writsr that GExAILD L, K. S!ITH!'s principal activity

since his defeat in the political race for the office of United States Senator
from the State of Michigan, has been the organizing of an independent political
rarty to participate in the 1944 Presidential election. ‘ITH has expressed
that the reason for this sctivity at such an early date is that in some states
it takes twelve to sixteen months to have & new political party included on

the ballet. First SVITH intended to cmll the party the American Party with a
program of intense American nationalism. He later favored the name Safety First
Party when he hit upon the ides that the new peclitical party would not neces-
sarily be independent but that it was just a precautionary device to guarantee

thot o sniltbahla DunaadAaneddanl wAlAAad A mnn'\:l ha Affarad ¢ +tha nr\n-lb of the
Wil y a DU-J.I-GU.LG AJ!SDJ.UGMUJ.GJ. Umlu-l-uﬂhc NUWLU Ve WVALTILI VW VU Ullﬁ y et o e U“U

United States in 1944, He openly condemned both the Democrat and Republican
parties for the 1940 candidates beceuse he contended that WILLKIE was a

"New Deal fifth columnist® in the reins of the Republican party and to choose
between ROOSEVELT and "ILLKIE was no _choice at al has mede publie
announcements and glso hes informed R 48 privately thet }70
if the Republican party would put up & good isolationist candidate such &s
LIMDBERGH or BURTON K7™ /HIELER, then there would be no necessity for the In-
dependent party to put up its own ‘ceondidate, SYITH hzs finelly chosen the
neme Americas First Part:," with the ider in mind that he would re-erect the
America First Committee all over the country e#nd use them to promote the ceuse
of Americen netionelism and opposition to eny internztionsl commitments after
the present wer wes concludlecl;a/‘g St ITH has beenin frequent contact, according

of Ford Motor Company) _b?c..r




PR R e L PR S PR R I £ NS 3 CPEIY I - L SR LA [T WL R I vl PO e B

(Detroit file 62-1126)

of Cleveland, Ohio, has been making trips to the
East to conteact c"nnlnent individuris who are opposed to the present adminise~
tration in an cttem.d to get them orgenized into the America First Party,
Tre informent suspected tha]t;“wes attempting to contzct former Post-
mester JAMES FARLEY and THOM RCORAN.

SMITH hes also frecuently expressed praise for the editorial policy
of the Chicago Tribune which has sometimes expressed the desirability of e
third party. SMITH expects thet his political party will attract the dissen-
tient members of the Democrstic perty who 2re opposed to ROOSEVELT!s New Deal
policies end to the Republicen party who ars opposed to the WZQLKIEQ‘Q1f“"
_qf ogperstion with the New Deal, Informant stated that T
= former members of the Amerjce Pirgt Party, have been very active 1n
org'\nlzmg this third pa st S e -s m-ode & trip to Washington, D. C.
where she contacted veriou™®ena ors and Congressmﬂn as previously reported in
reference report,

On December 15, 1942, r® atated to SKHITH that she hed a

Christmas tree delivered to her home ¥y & man that went to school with Hitler,
q1pnf in the same bad with him and whé knew ﬂnFPTNP She s&id thet this man

was 2 painter and that he had #1so painted some of the murﬂls iq 1~z' B

the informant observed t.hat SMITH was violently opposed to thc fity ‘
TJ'.'ILLK'l_'l':‘, in 1944 but SMITH commented that "ALF LANDON would not be bad He

st Lend-Lease and he is enti-war.® Informent stated thet
periodically reported to SMITH the progress he was making with

e d 1s contacts for the new politiczl party and on one occasion SKITH made it
: cleer to*hut "there 1s no thought of a conference that does not

: include Mr, " The genersl plen wes to bring the lezders of the new
i { political party to Detroit where a conference could be had wlth Mr, FORD.

- 1 SXITH, in turn, reported his progress to

- 8''ITH has also bsen contacting o rd Motor

’ Company on other mctters. He roeaucsted of
the Ford Motor Company, to prevail upon HENRY™RORD to request 2 doferment for
and HENEY FORD did so but the Cleveland Draft Board
neverthelass clessified in 1A. SMITH 2lso has contacted
HENRY FORD's personal secretery, in order to gct permission for
TSHITH18 nieco to inspect the collection of rare violins owncd by HENRY FORDe -

Informant stated that SMITH is now being investiéated by Internel
Revenue agents for alleged Income Tax evasion in his 1936 to 1941 Income Tax

W’lf,'zu



" been indicted for seditioc
' attorney,

(Detroit file 62-1126)

returns, SMITH hes bsen seriously conc.rned ebout this investigestion but he
hzs tdld informent and other friends of his thot he 13 not too worried because
he has reported every cent thet he ever ‘ecrned,

SMITH is contemplatiné contacting

of ”1tch1ta, K?HSQb.‘ SBITH has provided secretsarisal serv1g-
and hes furmished him with some meterizl for his radio -« ddresses.

S¥ITH is also prepering to institute 2 one million dollar libel
suit sgainst “ILLTER WINCHELL rnd Liberty Magezine for = libel appuering in the
article "Americans We Can Do Without" steting thot GER.LD L. K, Si:ITH had
he only problem now confraonting SMITH and his
. , is whether to bring the suit in Detroit or )
‘New York, &ITH would prefer thet the suit be brought in Detroit becnuse he 177"/
‘has expressed some concern thet if the suit is brought in New York there might

be_a ury thet would ruin the case. SMITH has been in contact with
%‘n‘mgton and Chiczpo, Illinois, but informant did not know
: ol eny business that they hod trensacted.

SMITH has been trying to capitalize on the recent indictment of
Michigan State Senator STANLEY NOW.K, on the ground that NOW.K perjured him-
self when he wes neturzlized and swore thzt he wrs not a member of the Communist
Party, Informant explained thet SWITH has long been an outspoken enemy of
the Communists and SMITH has under-taken to contact every State Senstor in
Michigan in an attempt to hsve NOYAK unserted., SHITH was obviously clated
over NOW/K's proseccution 2nd hcs fregusntly snnounced thet it is a clear
declerstion of policy that the United Steates Government was not golng to per-
mit Communists to run ramprnt in the United Stotes mersly beceuse ths United
Stetes has found it expedient to form & military nllience with Russia, S8KITH
hrs privetzly expressed thet he is somewhot plszsed over the indictment of
NORAK 2t this time because "The Government is so pro-Communist that they would

oo Atk WFTAY aaen¥ e P -, T ..-.-.....-. P N Y S Y
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of trouble,M

Informent advised thet SMITH publicly announced th~t he discontinued
his radlo broadcasts so that he could devote his full time to editing his
mzgazine, "The Cross end the Fleg" 2nd "to other vital" rctivities, However,
he has ~dmitted privetely to others in the presence of inform-nt thet he wes
not permitted to discuss controversirl subjects on the radio 2nd he refused to
reform his rrdio brozdcests if he was not permittcd to use controversirl subjects,




(Dctroit file 62-1126)

T stated thet SMITH, workine in conjuction with e ki =
i WArla Lk LA R ) = -- S a e ) e W TR et .
. % vLtempted to purch:se smwll religious portraits for distribu-
tion to men in the Armed Forces but he wos unsuccessful because of priorities.

They were unzble to obtain any photographs or souvenirs suitable for his

purpose, *

Informant . trted that when SHITH was first attempting to f
Imerica party, he had h that ncme had becen used by
Detroit; Michigan, SEITH,; however, found out that
he organization which hnd started was lcrgely dead and was not
entitled to be listed on the oificial ballot of any stete, SMITH refecrred to
. ROEPTVIETIG, Local leader of the Amcricens First Committee, and commented
thet VIETIC mede it = peint to nominate dele rtes before the imerica First
Committece disbzanded, SIITH reiter: ted to thet the America First

et b e [, mars lo e AS e ety 112 Aderpneeineg hiea

organization should never have been discontinued while discussing hils
nlans for a new politicel party w1thP he hit  upon the idea of
re-crganizing the America First Committee 1nto the nucleus of the new politiecal
party., SHITH was very enxious to disclzaim any orgenic connection between the
Committee of One Million and the New imerica First party because he said the

Committee of One Million wes not permitted to solicit funds for any political- .
ourposes,

The errliest slogzns chosen by SHFITH for the new party were "The
fmerica First Perty, the fmericans first and safety first;" "This is not 2
! third party. . It is = guarantee of the preservetion of the party system;"

- "No internstional Government but a nationel Government with sn independent,
destiny.” Informent believed that SMLITH is planning to use es a symbol of

the America First Committee the bust of GEROGE WASHINGTON who stood for isola- '
tionism and spiritual symbol would be the cross and flag "the some as for the
Committee of One Million;" pastriotic symbol the lmericen eagle. SMITH has
also suggested to his friends the following additionsl slogans: "Isolationism
is not dead;" "Americe must remein independent;® "GEORGE WASHINGTON not HENRY
WALLACE shell determine the destiny of jmerica;" "Clothe fmerica first, feed
America first, defend America first and defend the four freedoms of /merica
first," All of these slogans were placed on placards and were peraded up and
dowvn the azisles at the meeting SMITH held in Ezglebk Hall in Detroit, Michigan
on January 10, 1943 when he publicly announced the organization of the America

o SMITH is attempting to interest Mrs, PALUY FITZSIMKONS of Newport,
oy Rhode Islend, woman vice-president of the Republican National Committee, in the

newly formed America First Party, SMITH hes also contacted —

-~ ;.
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for the same purfose. SMITH expleined to - thet the purpose of the new
party would be "to chastise" the other parties. SMITH stated that the Repub-
licen and Democratic parties were afraid of whet SMITH himself, HENRY FORD

2nd Rev. CHARIES E ~8QUGHLIN were going to do but SMITH made it clezr that all
they wanted to do was just be good Americans and be interested in Americe first.

%

SHI according to informant, has 2lso been receiving sssistance
frm* whom SMITH requested to contact the retiring Governor
of Georgia, 1 JIMLDGE, Informant also stated that IRHARRELSON, who had
been SMITH's attorney in Detroit, Michigan for the past several months, was
returning to Georgia in January, 1943 to become a law partner of the retiring

governor of Georgia, BUGENE_EAL¥/DGE in /tlanta, Georgia,

Informant stzted that SHITH has also contactedP
of Chicago, Illinois in connection with the formetion of the third party.
* related that his brother was in Hong Kong and was i
trea y the Jrpanese, SUITH, in repeating his conversstion with
F said thetm informed him thet

rcther had been cap Yy the Japznese and they cut © 1is toes and in=-

flicted 23 cuts on his body. SKITH commented that if we don't stop sending
this stuff to Russia and get down to fighting this war we will be defeated
by the Japearess for they are the strongest netion in the world. SMITH des-
AN R as being "with the Chicago Tribune." SMITH re-
_ iduels according to informant, end when he
repeated it t ; ST e stated "These internetionalists and Jews
don't care what happens te our peonle in the Pacific, They are only concerned
with Hitler," SKITH also criticized his successful politicsl opponent, Senator
HOMER FERGUSON of Michigan for having "consorted with Jews." SMITH has fre-
quently expressed his belief thet now is t.he appropriete time to come out w:Lth
8N f.'ubJ.-'J.oeag"de of Nations bt.utpu:.gn. SMITH hes -5u55v:au=u thet the propser lins
of propogande would be to agree to if we anter into any form of world Government
the distribution resulting therzfrom will take from us our food, our rubber and

everything and give 1t to 2ll the other people of the world, SVITH was em-
phatic in pointing out toﬁthat all propoganda should point out
that constent effort should be made to improve the conditions of ted
Stetes soldiers because "nothing is too good for our soldiers.® %
and SMITH agreed thet they should campaign for free transportetion forscldiers
on furlough at least once every year.

{ITH commented favorably on the replacement of LEON HENDERSON by
PRENTISS M. BROWN as the head of the Office of Price Administration because
even though SMITH disliked his former opponent, PRENTISS M. BROWN, he szid he
would reother have s white men from Michigan then 2 Jew from New York., SMITH
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also commented that it was difficult to accomplish any Christmas shopping
in Detroit because the negroes and foreigners made it uncomfortable for the
"regular neonle,®

SEITH confided in informant that he had received information
eietant ITni +nd

that the Senate would form a committee to investigate the As nt Unit
Stztes Attorney feneral and others for a conspiracy to smear opponents of
the Kew Dezl by iunlticting them,

Informant said thet he heard SWITH tell HUEERT™LUCKER that HENRY

- FCRD had personally given a job at the Ford Motor Company to SMITH's son

but young SMITH, without gratitude, quit the job and then left home.

S}ITH criticized ROOSEVELT's zppointment

of IEON HENDE o the
position of Food Administrator in England. He told

e sl llnd L G LS =232 e

b . -
of Chicago, Illinois that ROOSEVELT had appointed HENDERSON to London to
give our food away. SHITH attempted to quote the scripture "He that provideth
not for his own is worse than an infidel,"

SITH sent out one thousand tickets for his meeting at Eagle's
Hall in Detroit, Michigan and had an audience c¢f three hundred people. He
claimed that there were five hundred that wanted to ccme but that accommo-
dations could not be made for all., At this meeting, SMITH publicly announced
the formatlion of the America First Party. SMITH had prepared in advance
placards which were exhibited from the audience bearing vzrious inscriptions:
"Billions for defense - not a penny for internstionalist propoganda;" Butter
for Americans first;" "Order of loyalty - Armed forces first, civilians
second, Allies third and rest of world last;" "Bring the boys home when the
war is won;" "No fourth term;" "We must have & choice in 19443;" "America .
first means clothe and defend Americans first;" "Four frecdoms for America
first;" "Drive the internmationalists out of Washington." SKITH argued at
the meeting that the alarming activities of Vice-President WALLACE and
WENDELL WILLKIE and others who are attempting to put the United States into
g “Jorld Government has caused the formation of the America First Party.
SMITH suggested thst it would be unnecessary for the new party to propose
cendidstes in 1944 if the Democrets should nominete someone like Scnator
BURTON K, "HEELER or if the Republicans should nominate somebody like TAFT
or LINDBERGH. * '

Informant sazid thet Si’ITH has contemplated that verious units
of the America First Party should be set up bearing names such as GEORGE
YASHINGTON unit, TAFT unit and LINDSZRGH unit. He suggested that the people

LY
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should support an investigetion of Lend-Lezse activities, support bonuses
i and reemployment of service men, should fight 211 attempts at buresucratic
" fascism, should supvort 21l patriotic lzbor movemesnts in hands of patriotic
‘i: Americans, should support & high tariff, should support a farm bloc in Con-
gress and should 1ift the living stendsard of the world by setting = good
eremple and not be lowering our own stzndard,
: . . b9
SMITH, dccording to _ hes been attempting to gathsr
evidence to orove that Stete Senator STANIEYLMOVAK is a Communist and that
his wife, MfRGARET‘bO”RK, is the director of the Educational Committee for

s MAamemaind o ek e A At e TP Wheae Asmmnmdad $lhand s o WasmwAd e
tile U\JJI.INIUJJA.DU pPed by Ol lVl.Lbll.LEf'l.l. wvi.Lln ias UGIJC.II\.IUU. Lildu IS WMo ool d Wy

the Michigen State Senate so thzt he could prove thet Stete Senetor STANLEY
NOWAK was a2 Communist and unworthy to represent the people of Michigen.
SKITH argued that Judge O'BRIEN was instrumentzl in getting State Ssnator
NOWAK ssated in the Senete, was the same man who, as attorney genersl about
1919, cuashed the indictment when EARL BROVDER and other Communists were
raided zt Bridgemesn, Michigen.

According to informant, since SMITH received indications that the
Internal Revenue agents, investigetine his slieged freoudulent Income Tax
returns, were going to 1nt,erv1evm, SMITH remmdedgf
trensactions that he thought the zgen question about, SKITH
told thzt the Internal Revenue cgents wo—e anxi 0 know what
SKITH got for his trip to Louisirne in 1940 when he czmpaigned for EARL .L?C/

T ARTm Ty

IONG and S¥ITH said EH"#BHSWEPGG them D_Y s;ylng he wished he had what

o he spent. SMITH told thet sone of the records of his receipts had
2y bean stolen by 2 set ol Jews in New York and they were being used to incite
#agaimst S¥ITH. SMITH Pn_ then attempted to resch some a2gree-
<Nt as to the smount SMITH spent on his radio broadcasting.

SMITH has continued to attempt to contact CH.LRLES LINDEERGH but
has not yet been successful., SMITH wes very enxious to get a copy of a
auotation supposedly made by EERN:ARD_BARAUSCH about 1936 before a Congressional

Mommittos thot Yhevra woe o enhame h::'\nn fFrictad ninan +he nzonle af reci-
VURRALLOC Uin v WiCI'C woo 4 SUHCHIC DeldllyE 1010uLol UPUll e poupdt Lo ITgd

boood mentation to compel them to work or fight and that it was being enforced
;).\j by reguletion of distribution of food, fuel and necessities of life,

S¥ITH hes recuested the essistencc of mf&' re- e
cruiting volunteers for the imerica First perty. He said he contemplated a ’
netional committee of one thousznd so thzt the opponents would have to "scatter
their shots" insteczd of sending out a few peonle to be harrassed, SMITH
has informed loczl Detroit newspzpers thot he contemplztes meking a tour
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of the United States to organize the imericz First Perty. He said he had
2ssurance from the hdmerica First Committees that they would support him.
¢ SKITH se&id that the hzedruarters of the smerice First Party would be on
the twentieth flou Yof the Industriel Bank Building, Detroit, Michigen,
This is SNITH's present office for the Committee of One Million, However, -
SI'ITH again insisted thet there wes no connection between the hLmericals !
First perty Committee of One Thousznd and the originsl Committee of One
¥illion. SMITH set forth his itinerary as follows:Chicago ~ Jamuary 15;
_ St. Prul and Minnespolis, Jenurry 17 and then leter Clevelznd, Fort "layne,
} Eric end Milwzukee, SMITH hes repeatedly emphasized thet his new party
ﬁ will be rgainst £11 interferencss with the war effort but he believes that
an isolationist can be morz pztriotic in e war thzn czn be an interventionist.
He said as an example thet the people of the Stote of Michigan were primerily
isolationist prior to December 7, 1943 but thet since thet time the people
of Michigsn lead in every branch of the war effort,

Informent steted that when SIMTH heerd thet CLEENCE K. STHEIT
wac going to speck ot the Detroit Athletic Club at noon of January 13, 1943,
hz immediztely plcnned to hove his supporters picket the Detroit Athletie
Club, SMITH himself hzd his steff prepsrre the picket signs which wers to
rerd as follows: "STREIT is 2 propogandist;" "We #re mothers of soldiers;"
"STREIT is a traitor;" "We support the war, we fight internztionel provo-
gandzst "Let STREIT go straight to " Mimerica first. Keep America
infependent ;" "STREIT should be in the army;" "Detroit is the wrong plece
for STREIT." For the occasion, SUITH ordered six hundred United Nations
flegs from New York City which were to be shipped by othcr women who were
to be participents in the demonstration,

Enclosure: To the Burezu: Two copies of SMITH!'s megazine, "The Cross and
the Flag" for December, 1942,

Py —
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UNDEVELOPED LELDS

. The following lcads crc besed unon tvo memoranda submitted by
the Criminel Division of the Depertment to the Burezu, copies of which
aave bzen sent in Burcsau lettcers dsted Deeccmber 10 and 15, 1942 to Detroit
Field Office. Relevsnt portion of the mzmoronda are quoted with cech
lead: ) '

CFARLOTTE FIELD DIVISION

Will ettempt to locete and interview H., E. MARTIN, Exccutive
Jirecctor of the SILVER SHIRTS of AMERIC., concerning telegrems end letters
on the stetionsry of the SILVZIR SHIRTS of AMERICA signed by SNITH whose

SILVER SHIKT ragistretion number wes 3223,

[N
v

The Deperimentel memo sets forth the following: ¥The following
cxcerpt from the February 21, 1942, issue of 'The Hour! likewise indicates
tha existencc of corresmondence between SHITH ~nd PELLEY: 'On fugust 5,
938", H. E. MAKTIN, Executive Director of the SILVZR SYIRTS of .MERICA

kD’\" +n T T 1r ‘DT‘DW"‘ ™ N e b Af +he PRTENNG ﬁ‘E‘ nﬂ‘\ DR AOY = Tatéar
WY ULy Le Fie D4L00D0, PATCCLOr OL Lhne Fndakuo MIGHAW L g T AT WU

which strtes:

'Minswering your letter of the th1rd regarding Mr, GERLLD L, K.
SiITH's comnection with the SILVZR SHIRTS which you sey he denies, we have
on file certsin letters and telegrsms received from him. The letters are
all written on SILVER SHIRTS of /MERICA lettsrhceds and signed by him. His
registretion number 2s a membzr of the SILVCR SHIRTS was 3223 and his wife's
number was 3220,

It is reoussted thot sn effort be mzde to locate correspondence
between SHITH ~nd PELLEY =nd if such should nrove unsuccessful, to loczste
B. E., MiRTIN »nd interview him on the nrture 2nd locstion of the correspondence
which he referred to in his sbove mentioned letter,

Lt NSHVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA, will cover lead requested by De-
partmental memo ¢s follows: "Special fgont ?(in his report Jp'?c./
dated jupust 25, 1942 et Indisnspolis, Indisna) suggests thot PELLEY's .
printing establishment was located in fshville, North Carolinz from about

1932 to 1940 and that correspondence between PELLEY end Sii_TH may be among
some seized by some locel officizl at hshville. -

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIAN/ FISID DIVISION

111 attempt to locete cnd .interview Mr., H. E. M/RTIN, Execuvtive
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Director of the SILVER SHIRTS of AMERICA., The Depertment desires informa-
tion from MARTIN about the correspondence between SMITH and PELLEY. For

r2=levant portions of the Departmental memo, see lead gbove to Charlotte
Fleld Division.

NTH OR (EANS FIELD DIVISION

cerview

At NE=W ORIEANS OF ALSTS
who was friendl

RS, LA., will attempt to locate and in-
with SMITH durirg HUEY
WOKGis regime andi at Detroit,
Michigan urtil [N N ) should be
interviewed con rnlng ATHTS contacts, flnances, supporters and activities,
I+-is noted thzt revort of Special dated August
22, 1942 at Atlanta, Georgia gives 5

ew Orlezns, Louisiana.

verY YORK FIEID DIVISION

! :
Will, if favorsble, contact Dr, L. k. BURKHEAD, Director of

JRITNDE of DEMOCRACY for information in his possession about GERALD L. K.
GYTIH and his activities and also in an effort to locate H. E. MARTIN,
Fxzcutive Director of SILVER SHIRTS of AMERICA. For relevant portion of
Deparimental memo, see lead to Charlotte Field Division sbove.

Will cover lead requested by De artment_as follows: "Referring
t¢ page 2 of the report of Special Agent QSRR - . -=ruS-ted May 23,

19'2 at Detroit, Michigan in wiich mention 1s made o icle carried by

the United Press from noon on October 20, 1935, concerning the gnnouncement ’
by SMITH of the formstion of a Fascist organization to seize the Government

of the United States. It is reguested that a effort be mace to secure a

cony of SN ITH's announcement if it was in writing and in any cese that you
attempt to locate and interview concerning the context thereof, persons

present when SMITH made such announcement."

Will cover leads as requested in Departmental memo quoting: "In-
formation has been received from the sttomeys for Time and Life magazine
with offices in New York City. Have compiled a large file of information
on SMITH in which may be reflected facts which will interest this (Criminal)
Division. Tt is recuested that this file Be secured or duplicated if it
does exist and that any leads which may be indicated thercby be developed
by investigation as soon &s possible.

Additional information has been received in this office that the
law firm HOUSE, GROSSKEAN, VORHAUS and HELMEY of New York City handled a
law suit against SKITH and some individual identified to the Criminal Division

V4
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=3 the 'Benana King, and thst one—or some other - b?(/
functionery in this law firm has some information about SLLTH which developed

as a-vesult of this law suit thet may not be avzileble elsewhere. It is

recuected thet this leed be developed and a report be supplied to the Criminal
Division as soon ¢s possible,"

Wily deover tne lead recuested in Departmental memo os follows: L‘T v
"Other information rezching this office is thzt during the time SKITH was
astablished in New York, one was intimetely associated

with him, It is desired that you ends
THoaw Amvies

TrmATa? Aat ~F
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or to oscertain the identity of this
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WESAINGTON FTALD DIVISIO

Will cover leead requested in Dcpertmehtal memo es followsd oy
"There is set forth on page 6 of the r‘.poxt of Special AgﬂntF
dated August 28, 1942 2t New Oril.can uisi information a ged

suppiied to the Bureau's §

Y ad

concerning & file said to have
complled by the HEARST organization on SMITH's past." It is reguested that
this lile be sccured or dupliceted if it is still in existence or that its
forme: existence and the informztioch alleged to have been conisined therein i
be v:orified by interviews of the parties mentioned by G-tz : S M_D
P It is further reouested that eny leeds bzsed upon en examinat.ion of

1s materiesl be developed by investigetion.”

Will cover lead reouested in Departmental memoc as follows:
: "The Criminal Division likewisd hes lesarned thrt certain of PELLEY!s files
- were seized in 1934 or 1935 by [the McCORMACK - DICKSTEIN Congressional
Committee and are presumed now in the custody of the Clerk of the House,"

It ies recucssted thet en efforts 'he made to loeata such znd if such effort

AW e ok UV MY Vel VA W ULl Yh e Wa W W liue w W L W W MA WAL wesa [=R Ly ) e A ]

i prove unsuccessful, to locate H. E, M/RTIN, Executive Director of SILVER
SHIRTS of AMERICA and interview him on the nature and location of the
correspondence  to which he r:ferred in his above mentioned letter to Dr.

' L. M. BURKHEAD, Director of FRIENDS of DEMOCRACY, New York City, New York,
the context of which letter is|set out in lead to Cherlotte Field Division
gbove. : .

Will ettempt to locate and i.ntervi. L
| whose address hess |been given es Washing- 7¢

e ——— v -
ton, D. C.—is Taid to have bzen a prineipal contact of the
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Ford Lotor Compeny with GERAID S'ITH, SLIZAMETH DILLING and Rev., CH/.RIES
E. COUGHLIN.

2 DETROIT FIELD DIVISION

. : Ai'f\troit17Michigan, will continue to contact informents con-

: cerning the activitics of GCRAID L. K. SilITH.

]

' .
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February 2, 15i3
SAC, Detroit -

Date:

vq
To: 4 9’3"7““" .

N

!

"'A Y
—

" From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
©
Subject: Gp -y 1L, K. SWIT
- ‘con I?THE OF ONE MILLION
LTuTEAL SaCURITY - SEDITION

For your information there is snclosed a eopy
of a leaflet advertising several speechee made by subjJect
at St. Paul, Uinnesota on Januaxy 17, 13L3.- This leaflpt
was recelved at the 3uresu fron an anonymous souxee and
1s forwarded to you for your information and consideration
in connection with the investigstion of this case.

Enclosure
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( Mr. Rosen R

P Mo Teser __LoommunicaTion

. % . Mr. Carson __| 'UNICATIONS SECTION o
e, Hondon__EAlLED 11 A

Nr. MeGuire -_—ﬁ- FEB 2~ 1343 P.M.

Mr. Mumford _)

Mr. Quian Tarim
' TDEEDTRAL BUREAY OF INVISTIGATION
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GERALD L.K.SMITH ] /

America'’s Great Crusader for Christian Americanism

#M,ouuday, jan. 1 7, 1943,
/"7 - WDGY - 9:30 a. m. -

also in person at

. . A
Jupier Pioneer Hal, L MATOn e

S av SEEg

| _ also in person at n
o Gustavus Adolphus Hall, Mﬁﬁ'fﬂw

17th Ave. & East Lake St.—3 and 7:30 p. m. Same Day

- No Admission Charge
:{ The loyal, moral und ﬁncmcml support given to ings Business College. Nebrusk , Elizabeth Dilling of I
e S e ﬂlJ-L‘lA- 'I-- ‘nn‘\lnﬂ gl P s | L e mlevman  2inmsndwsedd e en sl

- m' unnnnq BIIOI'II Ol nev . e WDABRIE i \.uu.u.uqu ana mu.u, owaers II.GVB YWiVEM DM viiwiivs

. him ¢nd his orgomiration e brinq to lhe Twin Cllios messages of untold value.
. _  many speckers of natonal and international prom-

- * * & W%

inence.
While this splendid support has come from many CHRISTIAN AMERICA 1S AT THE CROSS ROADS
quarters. mosily from individuals for which we are There is a small but highly organized. financially

very graieful. we think it fitting io express our profound powerful minority who own and control the MONEY,
appreciation for such outstanding support as has come  {h¢ PRESS, the RADIO, the MOVIES, etc.. that are de-
from the Mothers of Minnesota, Royal Oak Clubs. ¥ termined that we should sacrifice, suffer and give and
Scrutineers, Northwest Monetary Conference, numerous Give AND GIVE TO SAVE CODLESS RUSSIA and

Townsend members and many others. This, and the IMPERIALISTIC INTERNATIONAL CAPITALISM FOR
werving loyalty and financial agid provided by the GREAT BRITAIN. )

-

:_:.,— ’. membership of Rev. Siadsklev's ,a.cr.lk}i‘;'fk and Radio H they succeed, American independence will be
;. jAudience has given Bim & good starl loward the great destroyed. Christianity will SUFFER ond the toiling
SR work which lies ahead, mazses will be reduced 1o the status of SERFS and sold

BUT PLEASE REMEMBER, IT IS ONLY A START. into bondage to the International Plunder Bund for un-
WE MUISg DOUBLE AOP‘D RESD?UBLE OUR EFFORTS told generations to come.
TO ENLIST MCRE WORKERS FOR THE IMPENDING : .
STRUGGLE TO INSURE ULTIMATE SUCCESS! IS CHRISTIAN AMERICA WORTH SAVING?
s Ceees If mo, it is up to you and You cnd YOU (be sure fo
' apell it Y-O-U) and a hundred and twenty million other
The Royal ng Clubs Scored a big success in | tue Americans to whom America really belongs. Re-
bringing Father Ciurran of Brooklyn, N. Y. to St Paul member it is YOUH America YOU are Lighting for. The
twice. Thus enabling thousands of “thinking people kind of a FREE America you would wan! your children
in the northwest to hear his splendid message of truth and your children's children to inherit. Not just a piece
and Chrisfianity. The Mothers of Minnesota brought of paper called a share in (BANKRUPT) America. You
I former United Stctes Senator Rush D. Holt of West MUST NOT FAIL THEM. YOU MUST DO YOUR PART
- Virginia fo Minneapolis so that the people of the north- TO THE LIMIT OF YOUR ABILITY AND URGE ALL
wes! might hear and see this dynamic and fearless YOUR FRIENDS TG DO LIKEWISE.

exponent of truth and social justice. WE MUST DO THIS. EACH AND EVERYONE OF
Such outeianding speckers as W. B. Record of Los US MUST ASSUME OUR FULL R;.SPONSIBILITY AND

Angeles, Ralph Keeling of Chicago, Andrae B. Nord- DO ALL WE CAN.

skog of Los Angeles, former Congressmon Charlea G. Now, for some information about Gerald K. Smith

Binderup of Nebraska, Prof. Wm. C. Gehrke of Hast. who comes {o the Twin Cities Sunday, January 17th.
ompiled and prepared by S. O. Sanderson, Rochester, Minn., Chairman of the Northwest Monetary Conlerence.
/ Hear “Tru h apd Liberty” WDGY every Fri., 6:45 p. m. — every Sun., 9:30 a. m.

‘/;, 7‘{ M‘lw w,[tjfi%;’ (See Other e :'le)‘:. j:':‘*‘ N
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Gerald L. K. Smith is one * ~“e most colorful men of
this generation. Recently, after u. ..J addressed the Press
Club in Washington, D, C., which’ was attended by more than
500 leading newspaper men from all over the worlg,"yllik
Sullivan of the New York Tribune and ine dean of Wash-
ingtoh newspaper men, said: “All the spellbinders in _Ameri-
ca put together will not make one Gerald L. K. Smith, He
combines the best qualities of William Jennings Dryan, Billy
Sunday and LaFollette, the senior.

Smith has been persecuted by the most vicious elements
in America, but, even 80, has developed perhaps
independent following of any crusading patriot. As National
Chairman of the Committee of 1,000,000, he has recruvited
more than 3,000,000 followers. It fs not uncommon for him
to employ from 20 to 50 people just to handle his mail. In
a recent meeting held by the Committee of 1,000,000 in

. Detroit the attendance broke all records of public meetings
in Detroit. Nineieen thousand peopie were geited; 4,000
people stood and thousands were turned away from the

" Olympia.

—.

In Detroit he has been on tn ‘radio where his voice
reaches about seventeen stales clearly longer than any conm-
troversial commentator. He is taking a leave of absence
from regular radio brogdcasting now in order that he may

tour the country and visit some of his best friends.

Recently, as a candidate for the United States Senate

in Michigan, it required a coalition of New Desalers and

_ Willkie Republicans to defeat him, although every large

daily newspaper in the state was opposed to him. In his

campaign he wasz greeted by the largest sudiences in the

history of Michigan politics since William Jennings Bryan
- ‘ toured the state.

In Detroit, Cleveland and the preat cities of the Central
states, the name of Gerald L. K. Smith iz a household word.
He is hated by his enemies almost to the point of murder,
In fact, his life has been threatened many times because of
his learless attacks on subversive activities and the ene-
mies of America.

Smith is & close personal friend of Chas. A. Lindbergh,
Senator Burton K. heeler, Congressman Clare Hoffman,
Congressman Hamilton Fish, Senator Robert Reynolds, Sen-
ator Gerald P. Nye, Henry Ford and other outstanding
Amelglns of this type,
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E The Cleveland Plain Dealer, one of the largest daily
news%)ers in Amerisa, which has an International policy,
G said in an editorial: “Gerald L. K. Smith is> the
2 most dangerous man in America.” Yea, to those who aim
Ayl out Christian America to the atheistic forces of

e
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-

. ous.”
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Ré&cently the mayor of the city of Cleveland forbade
mith o speak in Cleveland. Overriding the mayor's Tul-
nir, Sepith appealed to the city council. The c¢ity couneil
abf Cleveland sided with Smith and Cleveland is on the list
for a visit from. Smith this winter. _ = -
Gerald L. K. Smith is the foinder and editor of the only
magazine of its type in America, devotin_g itself consistent-
iy to the exaltation of Christ in the aflairs of America and
opposing all forms of internationalism. He favors an inde-
pendent destiny for Ameriea. The magazine, the name of
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state in the Union té thousands of paid-up subscribers.
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*Fussia—and other foreign countries, Gerald L. K. Smith is.‘!

P L\»hich is THE CROSS AND THE FLAG, goes inio every !

Gerald L. K. Smith graduated from high school at Viro-

B quz, Wisconsin, He graduted from Valparaise University
and took special work at Butler University. )

Eartly in life, he and his young wife went to Shreveport,

TR Ry

. }' 7 r ‘::h.r < A
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Toui«inna. Here he formed =& elose fricndship with the late -~
asanssinated Huey P. Long. He was with Senator Long when '’

Hear “Truth and Liberty” WDGY every Fri., 645 p. m. -—:every Sim.,-

5
T

{

Smity
Long was assas;;aid. In fact, it is believed th
iun which killed Senator Long was supposed to .

. K. Smith. Mr, Smith was the last person to touch
of Mr. Long before he died. He delivered the funera

over

L & AN NN
nis grave to Z0v,0W

people.

He believes that the assassination of Huey Long,
was an enemy of internationalism, an enemy of corr.
money practices and an enemy of the New Deal politic.
machine — he believes that the mysterious plot behind the
assassination of thig young and fearless senator to be one

f thn swmend mmwvabtomion Af dhia e s
ol ifhe greal mysieries O1 tais centary,

In his addresses in the Twin Cities he will tell zome
very sensational facts concerning those who plotted the death
of this man who was the first to expose bureaucratic inter.
naticnalism in Washington. ’ : :

~ In his campaign for the United States Senate Smith
opened every meeting with prayer and used as a slogan for,
his campaign, “Christ first in America.” It ia his conviction
that the teachings of Christ gave us America and only Christ
can save America.

He frequently says that if Christ had been firat in
Germany, there would have been no Hitler; if Christ had
been first in Russia there would have been no Communism;

if Christ had been first in the world, there would have been
no WAar.

The last time Smith spoke in the Twin Cities he ad-
dressed the State Legislature of Minnesota at the invitation
of Speaker Johnson of the House of Representatives.

#r. Smiik has been married iweniy-one years to a wife
who is just as much interested in his crusading activities ms
légﬁis. She will accompany Mr. Smith on his visit to the Twin

ifien,

A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
The following summarizes the principles of THE CROSS

BT A =
AND THE FLAG:

The voice of the Committee of 1,000,000, a patriotic
and dynamic crusade which began with nine constituents
and now has more than 3,000,000,

. The work of this committee and the policy of thia jour-
nal are built around three expressions of sentiment:
' First—Foundation principles.
Second—Vital issues, ’

~ Third—Battle ery.

The foundation principles of this committee, which have
been unchanged since its beginning in 1937, are as follows:

1. To rebuild the spirit of Amerieca, o

2. Ta wine out to the last weatioe Communism, Nazism

Facism in all forms. (Ig ié.\;-@;- ttempt now being made
to join us in a politicgSunion RAyth céuaig'n countries, we ex-

press our bitter objectidn to su
the sovereignty of Awer¥yp, Ruch
tain,” “Federal Unigy, Iné.Tetc.)

" 8. To redeﬁnetl'he r ican_natio

4. To instill gSheh it imAme
intellectually andegphysic he
can institutions. o ~ .

5. To issuesgeall to?an% an
iz= now known to be am in ati
part of & world revoluilon. o™

6. To rededicate the citifenry of
altar and to the spirit of the Church.

7. To secure the maintenance of a well defined standard
of American living. : :

The battle ery of this crusade is, “CHRIST FIRST IN
AMERICA."

schemes to compromise
“Union Now with Bri-

character.
n youth, dedicated
ntenance of Ameri-

borers to resist what
1 plot to make them

America to the

BERNARD A. DOMAN, -
Director, Committee ¢’ One Million,

9:30 a.-m.'

,




, i

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THis clios'sl omainaTzoar  DETROIT Fixno, 1004156
REFPORY MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ERIOD FOR NERORT MADE BY
WHICH MADX
sarre 2T aads Ui | -
\’-D CHARACTER OF CASE
GER LYMAN KENNETH SMITH, was. INTERNAL SECURITY - @
OMITTEE OF CORE MILLION, CUSTODIAL DETEKTION
SEDITION

SYNOPSISOF FACTS: Meetings held by SYITH in St. Paul and Minmeapolis

1-1, 3, sponsored by Reverend CARL O, STADSKLEV,
evangelist, Yinneapolis, Minnesota. SMITH'S speeches
were very critical of the administration, particularly
of Vice President WALLACE, and he bitterly denounced the
Communist Party end all those favoring internationalism
and world polities. SMITH presently director of move

to launch & new party lmown as the America First Party,
to be ready to present a candidate in the 19@ elections
in case the old-line parties agein betray the people
like he states they did in 1940, Names mentioned by
SMITH as to be considered real Americans indicate he
receives the support of isoclationists. SMITH advocates
pushing the war effort by a tie-up with Russia and
others on & military and business basis only, to be

severed after the war, N_‘. ‘NEQ 'EJ

TR L ‘!q "ﬁt;

- HERBEE ‘L .’u‘“l-. ;d\.h H-l-'
AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. DMEM{;_}A]QT"

‘_ fED

DETAILS:
On instructions of Special Agent in Cherge CLINTON W,
\{ STEIN, Agent attended the talks given by GERALD

. C‘SHITH _at the Gustavus Adolphus Fall, Seventeenth and
1 - 3&{ Take Street, Minneapolis, from 3:00 to 5:15 and 8:00

f‘{,@ v s to 10:30 pem. on January 17, 1943. Newspaper ennounce-
. ;§$ %+ ... ments end otherwise indicated that SMITH was receiving
f E;\ = ', “'the support of Reverend CARL O.{ STADSKLEV, evengeligs,
r \ i '
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Minneapolis, Minnesota, who introduced SMITEH on both occagions, There was
encther minister on the platform with SMITH whose name was not secured, and
in the evening Reverend EENRY J,.{SOLTAU, crusading preacher in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, was also present, SOLTAU having been recently convicted and served
s short sentence for perjury. It is noted that Reverend STADSKLEV conducts

a redio hour at 9:30 Sunday morning from Mimneapolis, Minnesota, lnown as
"Truth and Liberty."

S¥ITH in his talk. wes very critical of the administration, being particulerly
bitter egainst HENRY WALLACE, Vice President, and against WENDELL WILLKIE,
and the Communist Party. BHe attacked those who would accuse him of being
unpatriotic. At the outset of both of these speeches SMITH made this
challenge, "I give you the name of the Governor of Michigan (named), the
mayor of the City of Detroit (nemed), the senior Senator from Michigan,
ARTHUR VANDEXBERG, my opponent at the last election, and the leading citizen
of Detroit, Michigan, HENRY FORD, and if you can get any of these men to
meke one statement questioning my patriotism or loyalty, I will never spesk
from any platform again.™ This was directed at newspaper men end any
enemies of his who, he stated, might be in the audience. He went on further
to state that there was en F.B.I. in Detroit, and that there was an F.B,I.
in Chicago, and he asked the question whether or not the psople in Minnea-
polis thought the F.B.Il. would have let him out of Detroit or out of Chicago
if they considered he was subversive, seditious, or unpatrictic. SMITH
referred to Mayor KLINE of the City of Minnespolie as narrow minded and

one whose political career would spon end. This reference was evidently
brought about by criticism of SMITH'S appearance which was published in a
local paper, emanating from Mayor KLINE, who advised that he would have some
police inquiry made.

The only statements which SMITH mede thet appeared to be on the questioneable
side were these: "The seditious efforts to pack the United States Supreme
Court,” this having been said in the afternoon speech; end at night he made
the following statement, "I am not spesking of the Commander in Chief of the
Army end Navy, I am speaking of FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, the politician who
has played politics right down to the present day,"” and he made a reference
to the ED FLYNN Australian appointment,

SHMITH discussed the rubber situation st length, claiming that he had been
close to HENRY FORD and to Doctor HALE, a prominent chemist in this matter,
He claims the word of Doctor HALE that this chemist went to Germany a few
years ago for the purpose of learning their secret of synthetic rubber, and
thet this chemist was advised that it could not be revealed as it belonged
to the Standard Oil Company of the United States. Doctor HALE then, he saig,




100-4156

returned to the United States and it was years before the formula was finally
squeeged out of the Standard 0Oil Company. He also gave the word of Mr,
SOREKSON, production manager for the Ford Motor Company, to the effect that
they could produce in three months sufficlient tires for their 200,000 employees,
this statement having been made last fall, and for all workers in the United
States in six months, and by Easter of 1943 tires for all civilian use in

the United States, without using one pound of raw rubber. BHe referred to

the great rubber plant built by HENRY FCORD, which was seized by the Govern-
ment and disappeared, end was then sent to Russia, with, he stated, the
understanding by .ne Japanese Govermment that it would receive safe trans-
portation. He had an article written by CEDRIC ADAMS of the Minneapolis

Star Journal which he stated he could not explain being in that paper,

whose editor he severely criticized for his trip to Moscow with WENDELL WILIKIE.
This erticle was along the same lines as other informastion he claimed to

heve, and was to the effect that possibly under the lLend-lesase Program we

could get our rubber through Russia, who could get it from Japan, who control
the source of rubber and who was not at war with Russia. He referred to the
appointment of Mr. BERNARD BARUCH to investigate the rubber situation as
similar to appointing the devil to investigate hell, stating that BARUCH had
been essociated with the Well Street rubber monopoly interests for several

yruloe

Referring to WENDELL WILIXIE, he stated that the best service he could have
rendered to his country at the time would have been to have stayed in Moscow
with JOE STALIN when he got there. He referred to Governor STASSEN of the
state of linnesota as a stooge for WILLKIE and as one of the most dangerous
internationalists in the country. He mentioned the fact that he had spoken
before the Minnesota Legislature several yesrs ago and also before the FPress
Club in Weshington, D. C.

Referring to the Communist Party, SMITH gave several paragraphs of vicious
language in describing them, and it would appear that he is fanatically
opposed to Communism, He referred to the Russian situation in which we were
allies, and he said this was strictly a business deal and thet it should not
be carried any farther. During this discussion he mentioned the fact that
the Comnunist Party had been termed by our own Attorney General, FRANCIS
BIDDLE, as a conspiracy against the United States in the BRIDGES case, and
yet the Party was allowed to continue to exist, while, when a crusader of
SMITE'S type begen to speak against it, efforts were made to squelch him at
every turn. In referring further to Communism end to the mayor of the city
of Minneapolis, he hed & card in his hand which announced a meeting of the
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Friends of the Soviet Union at the Nicollet Eotel in Minneapolis Januery 15,
1943, to which he said there had been apparently no objection, but the group

hed armmomandtlv haan wanadvad 1:"|+h Nnrnan arme nnd wa R sddrasaad 'hv ROGER WTNOR

Al AL VIL VLY WW Sl LWL T WU Vb Wad WRALLE WAL LIS MM L e A e LW AAdRl Dk AT WAL

whom, he charged, was well-known es being the head of the Communist Party
during the incarceration of EARL BROWDER. BHe also brovght forth reference

to certain Communist Party speakers who had appeared with full sanction of
lesding political fipures in the state before the student body at the Univer-
sity of Minnesote, PFurther referring to EARL BROWDER, he stated thet BROWDER'S
brother, when conducting a meeting in Madison Square Garden in Few York for

the purpose of ra. ing funds %o be used in efforts to get EARL BROVDER re-
leased, had made the statement that he hoped to put GERALD L, K. SMITH and
Father COUGHLIW in the cell which EARI, BROWDER would vacate in the Federal

Penitentiary.

: Concerning HENRY WALIACE and the Cormunist Party, he said, "I will not say
”{ HENRY WALLACE is a Communist, but I will say he is ® carrier of Cormunism."
e Referring to Mrs. ROUSEVELT, he remarked, "I will not say ELEANCR is e
Cormunist, but I will say she has some mighty funny quirks to her political

ideas "

SHITH made many references to WALTER WINCEELL, whom he terms the popgun
patriot and a disgrace to the YNaval service to which he claims to be attached.
He stated that some day he hoped WINCHELL could be thrown into the oceen bay,
and he hoped to be there to help do it.
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hich was made in the of Jamuary 17, 1943, was anncunce
. by SHITH in the afternoon to be one referring a great deal to the late
L-V:3 HUEY P. LONG of Louisiere, He gave considerable time in his evening speech
j@;:j to LONG'S career, and it appeared that he was very close to him, and, in
e fect, was at his side at the time of his essassination. He stated that

there never was a more meligned man by the newspapers then LONG. He steted
that LONG hed been branded as crackpot, seditionist, grafter, and everything
_ e¢lse by the power of the press, and by the power of the administration in
Rl the matter of cutting off grants of Federal money to the state of Louisiana,
: He stated that it was on the Congressional Record in & speech by HUEY LONG
made some six weeks before he was assassinated that a plot was on foot to
cause his death, and therein the nemes of several persons prominent therein
are supposed to be mentioned, which information SMITH claimed was secured by
i‘;-'i himself and LONG by the use of microphones installed at the meeting place of
T these particuler men, He stated that it will appear on the Congressional
: Record that Doctor WEISS is mentioned therein as the person who was willing
to carry out the assassination. SMITH made this challenge, that the day he
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wns brought in for Federal prosecution for any of his utterances, he would
mention the name of the man who ordered the assassination of HUEY P, LONG,
and he stated that it would be so high up that the news would drive HITLER,
YUSSCLINI, and HIRCHITO and all war news off the front pages of the news-
pepers for several deys.

Puring his speech he several times said that there was no question about the
program of the war; thet we were in it to win end any question as to why

we zot in or eny similar question was not eppropriate at this time, and he
favored the push.. of the wur effort to the limit; and he mentioned the
fact thet after the war he wanted the boys to be brought home to the United
States, snd that a ring of steel eand ships should be placed around this
country in both oceans so that there would never be another Pearl Harbor,

He mentioned that he hud s son nineteen years of apge who would in the next
few days be called before the draft boerd for his examination; that he would
ask no special favors for him, becsuse if he did that and was successful,

it might mean someone else's son would be called before his own son.

SMITH referred to efforts to stop his speeches as tempering with or sitting
on the safety velve, stuting thet if the safety valve of an engine is closed
off or stopped vp, the wheole engine may blow up scrne time, SHITE had in his
possession & three pure press release which he intended to pass out to the
sress. A couv of this hes been secured, and it is noted thet much of it

was referred to by 3VITH in his speech., There ere the following stutements
in this releese: "The conduct of the war is not an issue. We mll assume
that every puatriotic Americun will do all in his power to effect an early
military victory. The alarming activities of such internetionalists as
HEVRY WALLACE and WENDELL WILLFIS in their attempt to promote s into a
world poverument efter the war have inspired the formation of this emergency
party," this referring to the America First Party. Persons mentioned by

S"ITH in his speeches as beinz resl Americans were CHARLES LINDRERGH, Senator
RURTCY ¥, WHEELER, Senator GERALD NYE, HAMILTCW FISH, Senator VARDENBRERG of
Michigan, Senator TAPT, and others. This press release contains what is

¥nown as the text of his cempaign., In brief, he states the plan is to form

8 new purty called the hmerica First Party as a safety measure in case the

two old parties merge us they volunterily did in 1910, betraying the people,
&s he called it, in which election there wes no choice between candidates.

He stated that efforts are being made to set up this new party eighteen months

in advance of the national conventions of the two main parties, because if

as they require thet a party be on the bazllot a certain time ahead of the
scheduled conventions or elections, This is for the purpose, he stated, of
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expressing the independence of the party in 1904 "should both old parties
nominate internationalists and give us no choice, as they did inm 1940,"

He mentioned in his speeches, and it also appears in his press release, that
if either party nominates & good substantial, real American devoted %o the
independent destiny of America, then the new party can dissolve, because.

if the old perties remain trus to the traditions of the people, there is no
need for the America First Party; with this proviso, ec mentioned by him,
"But, if the bureaucretic Fascists and the New Deal Communists keep control
of the Democratic Party and the Republican Party goes Willkie or takes a
do-nothing attii~4a, then we shall strike."

Further, in his press release he makes this statement, which is alsc ocne of
the subjects of his speech, ™Ve wish that all Americens could concentrate on
just one thing at this time--winning the war as soon as possible. But,
inasmuch as our Vice President and the titular head of the Republican Party,
Wendell Willkie, and thousands of others in positions of great political
power and prominence are working day and night to get us into some sort of
world state, those of us who are still foolish enough to believe in the
Declaration of Independence and the philosophy of George Weshington con-
cerning foreign entanglements feel that the time has come for us to devise
an instrument to be used in the expression of our will concerning these
matters.™ The following additional issues are to be emphasized in the near
future, sccording to SiITH, in addition to his slogan of "Americae First in
Vlar snd Peace:™ "Support of a thorough investigation of lLend-Lease sctivities,
putting the interests of the service men shead of money sguandering schemes
now being hatched by those who would scatter our wealth all over the world

afbawm +ha wraes Nrracsidin +n all tandenciezs toward buresucrestic Fascism,
Gl wSl LI WGl e« Ul.rt.rva.l.ua.vu O Gaii WURAGUEIALLICS UVvWalu vuitaubivavy JTauvavins

Support for all patriotic labor movements which are kept in the hands of
patriotic American leadership. Opposition to any relexation of the immi-
gration laws after the war. Support of a protective tariff so that the
American worker can be guarenteed protection against slave labor competition.
Suprort of the Americaen farm bloc in Congress now attempting to save the '
Americen farmer,"

S¥ITH!'S audience was enthusiastic but orderly, and there eppeared to be no
oppesition present, the only opposition appearing in the form of newspaper
articles to the effect that the Labor Coordinating Committee of the Minnea-
polis Defense Council had requested thet this meeting held by SMITH be
benned. There was no edmission charge made. A donation was taken up and
subscriptions were taken to the magezine published by SMITH known as "The

Cross end the Flag."
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The St. Paul.meeting, which was held on the morning of Januery 17, 1343,
- at the Junior Pioneer Hall, was covered by members of the Internal Security
o Sguad of the St. Paul Police Department. It appears that a committee was
L appointed and partially ettended the meeting, at which, from the report.
1 SHMITH mede similar statements to those in the Minneapolis meeting, and the

general opinion of those who so attended was that there were no subversive
or un-American statements made by SMITE.

]
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The St. Paul meeting, which was held on the morning of January 17, 1943,

at the Junior Prioneer Hall, was covered by members of the Internal Security
Squad of the St, Paul Police Department. From the report submitted by the
Saint Pasul Police Department, Smith apparently made similar statanenta to
those he made at the Minneapolis meeting.

oy
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( ‘ ’-,l Mr. E. A, Tamm__
{ i { ':3 TS S Mr. Clegg
Federal Burean of Investigat Mr., Glavin

Hunited States Bepartment of Justice i;:: II:T:S:O“

Washington, D. d. Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy

January 15, 1943 Mr. Carson

Mr. Coffey
Mr. Hendon
: _ Mr. Eramer
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, LADD Mr. McGuire
i Mr. Harbo
'A./’\ . Mr. Quinn Tamm _
: ‘ : Tele. Room
Mr. Nease
: Mids Beahm
on January l4th I talked to ¥r. Jomes Rowe ot M sGandy__ OO
length about the memorandum addressed to the Bureau under (
date of December "3, 1942, by Mr. L. M. C. § ith, regquesting-
additional investigation of the Gerald L. K.~’Smith case. I
pointed out to Mr. Rowe that we have over o period of several
years received a great variety of requests for investigation
of Gerald L. K. Smith from both the Criminal Division and Mr. L.
-U. C. Smith's Unit. Mr. Rowe was informed that there has been no
studied pattern of requests and that consequently we have conducted
an unending variety of miscellaneous inquiries, none of which seemed

MY S a0 vl
-4
T
-
~—.

to have any direct or predetermined course of action or policy behind
them. I pointed out to Mr. Rowe ithat Mr. Rheit of his staff was
presently reviewing this case and I suggested to him that pending
Rhett's review of all the materisl, evaluation concerning Smith

and his recommendation a8 to what further action is necessary, the
Bureau disregard the current request from Mr. L. M. C. Smith. Mr.
Rowe concurred and stated that we should hold further investigation
of Gerald L. K. Smith in abeyance pending a definite recommendation
from ¥r. Rhett as to what further action should be taken.
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Very youras,

ALL INFORMATISH CONTAINED .
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Federal Burean of Inuestipation
Hnited States Bepartment of Justice

Rashington, B, &.

Detroit = Michigan
February 8, 1943

Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. ' :

* GERALD LYMAN I{E:\IEI‘H@SMITH with aliases
et sl -
INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION

Dear Sir:

Please be d ised that the following additional information has been

received from whose identity is known to the b«)p
Bureau:

A

SVITH has been CW B TWINROD of Wichita,

Kansas, principally through of Pontiac, Michigan, as

an intermediary. While S was on his recent tour, rge ved & L 7 C
letter from WINROD which Horwarded to SMITH'S ollice andh ex-

pressed his opinion that the content of the letter was so importan t it

would require SMITH to go immediately from Minneapolis, Minnesota direct to
trashington, D. Ce

v
'
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BERR DOMAN, SMITH'S manager, in discussing SMITH'S meeting of
January 24, 1943, said that when SMITH mentioned LINDBERGH'S name the audience
stood up and cheered. Informant stated that SMITH was considerably disturbed
over the adverse publicity he recelved to the effect that the F.B I. was
going to stop his rally in Minneapolis, Miz%nsot s NG /< 1

»
m‘l “ - smbrgmbh|
L)

NP .ﬂ"‘jﬁ‘_’"‘ &

SMITH has been contacting a Mr.~STADSKLEV (phonetic) who has been
assisting SMITH in organizing AMERICA FIRST PARTY Ralljes in Minneapolis and
Saint Paul, Minnesota, SMITH alsc plans to tour Pennsylvania, Ohioc, Indiana,
and Jowa in his organization of the AMERICA FIRST PARTY.

4nat GERALIOSIITH ds being assisted by—

in his work in Chicago, Illinois. Of cour a:t’ﬁ
ol the Veterans of Forelgn Waras, Chlcago, E b?(
s working very closely with GERALD SMITH-dn-the organiza.t.ion oz..thn
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Letter to the Director Re: GERAID LYMAN KENNETH SMITH
February 8, 1943 with aliases et al
: INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION

7 AMERICA FIRST PARTY and is scheduled to spesk at the next AMERICA
T FIRST PARTY Rally in Detroit, Michigan on February 7, 1943.

HUEY LONG had inserted in the Congressional Record between July 10 and
July 30, 1935, predicting his own assassination, but SMITH has been unable
to locate any such statement in the Congressional Record despite searches
made by many of his friends.

ormant advised that SMITH is actively corresponding with
ﬁor Cleveland, Ohio, leader of thellMothers of America,and
w th American Women Against Communism of New York City, Ne\r
York. Wn assisting SMITH in making preparations for rallies to
be held at Cleveland, Ohio and vicinity.

Informa.nt. has ,also suggeated that possible intermedliaries between

e e

GERALD SMITH and INRCD are JfVerend E, JXROLLINGS of Detroit, Michigan
and

Informant stated that GERAILD SMITH is still being contacted b

— employes, Ford Motor Com: Service Department, and that has

recently advised SMITH thatﬁis trying to sell a story to P.X.

Magazine relative to the interference war duction at the Ford Motor

Company. SUITH agreed ﬁth%&tﬁm a dangerous individual

because he was so unscrupulous. H commented that he had a letter from
the Anti-Defamation League to the effect that that league did not follow the
I policies of the Anti-Nazi League of New York City, New York. .

} . SUTTH was anxious to obtain s statement which he believed Senator

K

advised SMITH that there would be a large Lenin Forum meeting
in Detroit, an on Janmua 94,3 with JAMES W, FORD and ROY™HUDSON,
leading Communists, speaking. then advised SMITH that he had not heard
a word "about the Solomon business,” Informart pointed out that was
no doubt referri vestigation of GERALD SMITH'S activitles
Special Agent of the Detroit Field Office. SMITH then

informed yu—— v being investigated for his income tax
returns of the past six years,

i their conversation and said that 7 were both
Jewish and they worked together frequently goes to New
- ( York to see a Jew in New York City.

: stated he had no idea who ‘“W contact with
= P.M. Mage ce d been inducte the United States
R Army, SMITH then aske ain quest.ions about the prosecution of

o de i P &b | "N -

dulently QENying that he was &
o irt ovt where

TATF AT

m.mm.gan State Senator SLANLEY NOWAK for fraud
"Comminist when he was naturalizsd., SMITH aske
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Letter to the Director Re: (FRALD LYMAN KENNETH MITH
February 8, 1943 with alizses et al
. INTERNAL SECURITY - G
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION

"that pregcher" (informant believed that SMITH was referring ‘bo—
R of nt, Michigan) went in New York City when he mes
esked SMITH to save his anti~Semitic literature as
gis mking a collection of it, SMITH said he usually throws his anti-
e ¢ literature away and that he has never printed or said anything anti--
Semitic, SMITH told that he wrote to the Anti-Defamation League and

told them to get some reslistic leaders and that they might get some place
if they would be concerned about other people besides only Jews. .

SMITH ccmmented that the statement made by Jews that they will
exterminate the entire German race was bad beiﬂu only served to strengthen
d of
an

the German morale. SIATH asked if of the Detroit Police
Department was still friendly ﬁm answered that
he had not seen either of them for a long time because he does not trust

either of them. ‘

While Reverend was in Detroit, SMITH contacted him
frequently and advise d spoken to WINR(D and WINROD was
sending things through to him. advised that he spoke to WINROD about
SMITH'S sacrifices and troubles an JRCD had commented that he did not

know how to thank SMITH. said that WINR(D acknowledged that he would
not have "gotten to first base" if it had not been for SMITH. SMITH said
that any good Christian man would have done the same thing for anyone who was
being libeled. Everyone was supporting the United States Government but

SMITH did not want to see his friends persecuted by ¢riminals,

| told SMITH that he found out that WINRCD had failed
to cover meeting at Sioux City andF had to call in and tell
WINROD it would cost W&r such conduct, intimated that he was

being paid by WINROD. s also assisted SMI making contacts
relative tc the or f the CA FIRST PARTY. SMITH told
a message for WINRCD but a ly
ssured SMITH that WINROD would

¥ had not delivered it to .
getting in touch with SMITH shortly.

Informent said that another individusl from Jowa had come to Detmit
and was anxious to contact SMITH but informant was unable to ascertain the
identity of the man from Iowa,

on January 26, 1943 JP conmnicated with his friend from the
West, who informant belleved to be GERALD WINROD, end imrediately made an
appointment to meet SUITH. assured SMITH that he had gotten over the
point that SMITH wanted to @s OSIITH made sure that there would be no
-pinching and that anything that SMITH did would not cost him anythinge.
ﬁtold SMITH that there had been a serious labor dispute in Wichita,
ansas and that the man whom informant believed to be WINROD was appointed

w’




